Judge  blocks 
abortion  law 

Pennsylvania's  posZ-Webster  legislation 
requiring  spousal  notification  and  a  24  hour 
waiting  period  is  on  hold  —  for  now 


By  Marc  Stein 

HARRISBURG,  Penn.  —  Just  five  days 
before  the  1989  Pennsylvania  abortion  con¬ 
trol  law  was  to  take  effect,  a  federal  judge 
temporarily  blocked  several  important  anti¬ 
choice  provisions  with  a  court  injunction 
Jan.  11.  Although  pro-choice  activists  are 
pleased  with  the  decision  of  U.S.  District 
Judge  Daniel  H.  Huyett,  3rd,  which  enjoin¬ 
ed  requirements  on  spousal  notification  and 
a  24-hour  waiting  period,  they  warned  that 
the  victory  is  only  temporary.  Legal  experts 
expect  a  spring  federal  district  court  decision 
on  Planned  Parenthood  of  Pennsylvania  vs. 
Gov.  Casey ,  a  two-year-old  case  against 
provisions  of  the  Abortion  Control  Act  of 
1988,  now  before  Judge  Huyett.  The  case  re¬ 
quires  parental  notification  or  court  permis¬ 
sion  of  abortions  for  minors.  The  injunc¬ 
tions  on  both  the  1989  law  and  the  1988  law 
could  be  lifted  if  the  court  rules  in  favor  of 
the  state. 

Elizabeth  Hrenda-Roberts,  executive  dir¬ 
ector  of  Planned  Parenthood  Pennsylvania 
Affiliates,  praised  Judge  Huyett  for  recog¬ 
nizing  that  enactment  of  the  1988  and  1989 
laws  would  “result  in  irreparable  harm  to 
women.” 

“The  ACLU  [one  of  the  plaintiffs  in  these 
cases]  is  pleased  with  the  judge’s  reaction,” 
said  the  ACLU’s  Kathryn  Kolbert,  attorney 
for  the  plaintiffs  in  the  case.  “On  the  other 
hand,  the  victory  is  only  a  temporary  one. 
As  long  as  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  and 
Governor  Casey  interfere  in  the  private  lives 
of  Pennsylvania  citizens,  the  threats  to  our 
reproductive  rights  remain.’ 

The  new  injunction  does  not  block  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  1989  law  that  ban  “sex-selec¬ 
tion”  abortions  and  most  abortions  after  24 
weeks  of  pregnancy.  Legal  abortions  after 
24  weeks  will  now  be  permitted  only  to  save 
the  life  of  the  mother  or  to  prevent 
“substantial  and  irreversible  impairment  of 
major  bodily  function.”  Anti-choice  leader 
Rep.  Stephen  F.  Freind  (R-Delaware)  called 
the  recent  court  decision  a  victory  because 
pro-choice  advocates  did  not  challenge  these 
two  provisions. 

“They  made  that  decision  not  to  appeal 
two  provisions  they  said  all  during  the 
debate  were  unconstitutional  and  that  they 
hated,”  he  said.  “It  was  eyeball-to-eyeball 
and  they  blinked  first.”  Kolbert,  who  is  an 
attorney  with  the  ACLU  Reproductive  Free¬ 
dom  Project,  disagreed,  saying,  “We  stand 
ready  and  able  to  challenge  the  other  pro¬ 
visions.”  She  told  GCNthat  the  other  provi¬ 
sions  had  not  been  challenged  yet  because  of 
the  lack  of  plaintiffs. 

Both  pro-  and  anti-choice  activists  claim 
that  the  1989  law  violates  the  1973  Supreme 
Court  Roe  v.  Wade  decision,  which  permits 
third  trimester  abortions  to  protect  a  moth¬ 
er’s  life  or  health.  Pro-choice  activists  say 
the  1989  law  unconstitutionally  narrows  the 


Court’s  assertion  of  a  right  to  third  trimester 
abortions  because  of  health  reasons.  Anti¬ 
choice  activists  argue  that  the  law 
unreasonably  narrows  the  definition  of 
“health”  and  the  because  of  this,  Roe  must 
be  overturned.  The  case  will  be  decided  by 
the  district  court  and  appeals  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals  and  to  the  Supreme  Court  may  fol¬ 
low. 

Implementation  of  the  now-enjoined  pro¬ 
visions  would  have  been  particularly  damag¬ 
ing  for  low-income  women.  According  to 
Shawn  Towey,  a  lesbian  activist  who  is  the 
director  of  the  Greater  Philadelphia 
Women’s  Medical  Fund,  the  parts  of  the  law 
that  were  not  enjoined  will  have  negligible 
impact  because  so  few  women  seek  abor¬ 
tions  after  24  weeks.  “The  parts  that  were 
enjoined  are  important  for  all  women,  but 
disproportionately  for  poor  women.  The 
forced  24-hour  delay,  which  would  actually 
be  a  two-day  delay,  would  disproportionate¬ 
ly  affect  poor  women,”  she  told  GCN.  She 
emphasized  the  lost  work  time,  increased 
day  care  needs,  transportation  expenses, 
and  logistical  obstacles  (for  rural  women  in 
particular)  that  low-income  women  would 
face  with  the  24-hour  delay. 

The  enjoined  provision  would  also  have 
required  high-cost  doctors  to  perform  the 
counseling  that  non-medical  counselors  cur¬ 
rently  conduct  at  many  clinics.  The  average 
abortion  client  currently  pays  about  one 
month’s  living  expense  for  an  abortion 
($200-500)  in  Philadelphia,  according  to 
Towey,  and  for  many  women  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  this  involves  a  choice  between  eating 
and  paying  rent  or  having  an  abortion.  Even 
though  Pennsylvania  currently  provides  no 
medical  assistance  funding  for  abortions 
other  than  in  cases  of  rape,  incest,  and 
threats  to  a  woman’s  life  (several  dozen 
women  qualify  under  this  provision  per 
year),  the  24-hour  delay  would  have  increas¬ 
ed  the  burden  on  poor  women. 

Pro-choicers  mobilize 

Anti-choice  victories  in  Pennsylvania 
have  mobilized  a  more  active  pro-choice 
movement  here.  According  to  Hrenda-Rob¬ 
erts,  three-quarters  of  the  state’s  voters  are 
pro-choice,  but  a  majority  of  anti-choice 
legislators  have  been  elected  because  Penn¬ 
sylvanians  assumed  that  Roe  v.  Wade  was 
safe.  She  said  that  because  it  was  difficult  to 
remove  incumbents  from  office,  she  fears 
that  the  state  government  may  remain  in  the 
hands  of  anti-choice  proponents  for  the 
time  being. 

On  the  other  hand,  she  says,  “We  have 
seen  a  real  outpouring  of  support  to  keep 
abortion  safe  and  legal.  Webster  has  been 
energizing.  And  a  great  many  people  were 
offended  by  the  action  of  the  General  As- 
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Gay  group  denied 
AIDS  funding 


Informe  SI  DA  is  one  of  only  three  openly  gay 
organizations  dealing  with  AIDS  in  the  Latino  community 


By  David  Morris 

AUSTIN,  Texas  —  At  a  time  when  there 
is  a  particularly  urgent  need  for  AIDS 
prevention  in  the  Latino  community,  the 
Texas  Department  of  Health  (TDH)  has  de¬ 
nied  funds  for  an  educational  campaign  de¬ 
signed  to  help  meet  that  need  because  the  or¬ 
ganization  that  would  have  conducted  that 
campaign  is  openly  gay. 

The  grant  requested  from  the  state  under 
the  HIV  Services  ACT,  which  was  passed 
last  year,  would  have  allowed  Informe 
SIDA,  together  with  Planned  Parenthood 
of  Austin,  to  distribute  literature  on  a  wide 
range  of  women’s  reproductive  health  ques¬ 
tions,  including  HIV  infection,  in  selected 
low-income  neighborhoods.  Informe  SIDA 
is  a  project  of  the  Austin  Latino  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Organization.  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  will  now  be  offered  $39,000  to  carry 
out  the  project  without  Informe  SIDA  but 
has  not  decided  whether  to  accept  it  under 
the  new  terms. 

The  denial  of  funds  results  from  Health 
Commissioner  Robert  Bernstein’s  interpre¬ 
tation  of  a  provision  of  the  Texas  omnibus 
AIDS  bill  that  prohibits  the  use  of  state 
money  to  “advocate  or  promote”  violating 
state  law.  The  Texas  penal  code  makes  the 
commission  of  certain  sexual  acts  by  persons 
of  the  same  gender  a  Class  C  misdemeanor. 
A  small  but  loud  group  of  fundamentalist 
Christians  argued  at  public  hearings  last 
year  that  all  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
should  be  considered  as  advocating  sodomy 
simply  by  virtue  of  being  identifiably  gay, 
and  should  therefore  be  denied  state  money 
for  AIDS  educational  efforts. 

The  Dallas  AIDS  Resources  Center’s 
food  bank  was  also  denied  state  money 
because  it  is  operated  by  the  Dallas  Gay 
Alliance.  Groups  like  AIDS  Services  of 
Austin,  which  include  many  lesbians  and 
gay  men  as  staff  and  board  members  and  as 
volunteers,  continue  to  receive  state  funds 
because  they  are  not  specifically  gay. 


Bernstein’s  interpretation  of  the  law 
comes  despite  statements  made  during 
debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by 
conservative  Brad  Wright  of  Houston  that 
the  provision  in  question,  which  he  author¬ 
ed,  was  not  intended  to  exclude  lesbians  and 
gay  men  from  AIDS  groups  funded  by  the 
state. 

After  public  hearings  held  in  Austin  last 
October  in  which  homophobe  Mark  Weaver 
of  the  American  Family  Association  and 
Susan  Carter  of  Concerned  Women  of 
America  attacked  individuals  working  with 
AIDS  Services  of  Austin,  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  and  other  groups,  Bernstein  and  his 
staff  adopted  guidelines  that  define  acts  like 
wearing  a  pink  triangle  or  a  lambda  as  pro¬ 
moting  sodomy.  Advocating  repeal  of  the 
sodomy  law  also  disqualifies  AIDS  groups 
from  receiving  state  money,  with  the  result 
that  funded  organizations  are  not  permitted 
to  refer  people  with  AIDS  to  the  Texas 
Human  Rights  Fund  or  the  ACLU  for  legal 
assistance  because  those  groups  advocate 
repeal  of  the  law. 

Bernstein  has  requested  that  Attorney 
General  Jim  Mattox  rule  on  the  legality  of 
his  guidelines.  The  attorney  general  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  issue  a  ruling  within  a  few  weeks 
and  some  observers  expect  that  Maddox,  a 
liberal,  will  rule  against  the  guidelines,  thus 
restoring  funding  to  gay  groups. 

Informe  SIDA 

In  the  meantime,  further  delay  has  been 
added  to  the  state’s  shockingly  slow  re¬ 
sponse  to  AIDS.  Of  the  50  slates,  Texas  has 
the  fourth  largest  number  of  AIDS  cases  but 
the  state  government  last  year  spent  only  14 
cents  per  resident  on  AIDS,  compared  to 
nearly  three  dollars  in  New  York  and  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

A  disproportionately  high  number  of  new 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  think  homosexuals  should  be  all 
killed  or  anything  drastic  like  that,  but 
something  should  be  done  to  make  them  not 
the  way  they  are.” 

—  Beth  Ehrman,  outgoing  president  of 
North  Dakota  Teens  for  Life,  in  Spin. 
Ehrman,  who  was  not  very  popular  in  high 
school  until  she  joined  the  anti-abortion 
group,  was  one  of  50  teenagers  invited  to 
join  the  adults  at  the  North  Dakota  Right  to 
Life’s  12th  annual  convention.  The  teenagers’ 
program  was  separate  from  the  adults  and 
featured  workshops  on  chastity,  sexuality 
and  tips  for  fielding  questions  about  abor¬ 
tion.  The  teenagers  were  also  treated  to  a 
party,  which  was  decorated  by  yellow,  green 
and  red  balloons  stamped  with  black  silhou¬ 
ettes  of  human  fetuses  and  the  words 
‘‘Unborn  Babies  Are  People,  Too.  ” 

How’s  that  again? 

BOSTON  —  Citizens  for  Family  First, 
the  group  sponsoring  the  gay  rights  law  re¬ 
peal  effort,  is  trying  to  persuade  Massachu¬ 
setts  residents  to  sign  referendum  petitions 
by  convincing  them  that  a  new  ailment  is  af¬ 
flicting  the  gay  and  lesbian  community.  In 
addition  to  asking  questions  such  as  “Do 
they  want  more  than  what  the  law 
provides?”  in  their  literature,  the  anti-gay 
group  seems  to  have  invented  a  new  disease 
called  Gay  Bowel  Syndrome.  According  to 
the  group,  Gay  Bowel  Syndrome  is  caused 
by  “the  misuse  of  the  body  for  sexual  grati¬ 
fication”  and  occurs  twice  as  often  in  fe¬ 
male  and  male  homosexuals  as  in  heterosex¬ 
uals. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Man  indicted  in 
lesbian-bashing 

SOMERVILLE,  Mass.  —  A  Somerville 
man  was  indicted  by  a  grand  jury  on  civil 
rights  charges  Dec.  19  for  his  involvement  in 
a  gay-bashing  incident  in  a  Davis  Square 
bar.  According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  on 
Sept.  18,  Paul  Silva  allegedly  beat  and  kick¬ 
ed  a  lesbian,  knocked  off  her  hat,  and  tore 
off  her  two  hearing  aids. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

TV  stations  nix 
gay  ad 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Against  the 
backdrop  of  the  Walt  Whitman  Bridge,  a 
young  gay  man  says  “Heh,  1  just  found  out 
that  Walt  Whitman  was  gay... you  know, 
the  guy  they  named  the  bridge  after.  I  wish  1 
had  known  that  when  I  was  in  high  school. 
Back  then,  1  got  hassled  all  the  time  by  the 
other  kids,  ’cause  I’m  gay  —  and  the  teach¬ 
ers,  they  just  stood  around  and  didn’t  say 
anything.” 

Millions  of  viewers  almost  got  to  see  this 
30-second  public  service  announcement 
(PSA)  which  was  produced  by  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force  (PLGTF). 
However,  in  what  PLGTF  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  Rita  Addessa  and  co-chair  Larry  Gross 
have  labelled  broadcast  censorship,  every 
local  station  pulled  the  plug  on  the  spot.  Sta¬ 
tions  said  that  the  PSA  “makes  a 
statement”  and  “seems  like  encouragement 
[of  a]  lifestyle.’  The  stations  also  claimed 
that  Whitman’s  estate  could  file  suit,  that 
assertions  of  Whitman’s  homosexuality  re¬ 
quire  “substantiation”  and  that  Whitman 
isn’t  alive  to  defend  himself. 

Some  stations  have  aired  other  PLGTF 
PSAs  that  dealt  with  anti-gay  discrimination 
and  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Month.  Gross 
said  the  stations’  refusal  to  air  the  spot 
“continues  a  pattern  in  the  media  of  silenc¬ 
ing  our  community,  denial,  and  the  erasure 
of  our  existence....  We  expect  broadcasters 
to  live  up  to  their  responsibilities  to  the  com¬ 
munities  they  serve.” 

□  Marc  Stein 

Gay  people  get 
death  sentence 

TEHRAN  —  Twenty  people,  including 
one  woman,  were  condemned  to  death  in 
Iran  for  being  gay.  According  to  Gai  Pied, 


they  were  charged  with  “murder”  and 
“pederasty.”  Under  Islamic  religious  law, 
homosexuality  can  be  punished  with  death. 
The  Ayatolla  Ali  Khameini,  spiritual  leader 
of  Iran,  condemned  the  “corrupt  and  per¬ 
verse”  influence  of  the  West,  particularly 
the  U.S.  and  Great  Britain,  which,  he  said, 
have  “legalized  marriage  between  people  of 
the  same  sex.” 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Judge  rules  in  favor 
of  incest  survivors 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  —  In  a  case  with 
wide  implications  for  incest  survivors  here, 
two  sisters  who  say  that  their  father  raped 
them  for  1 3  years  during  their  childhood  will 
be  able  to  sue  him  for  civil  damages,  even 
though  the  three  year  statute  of  limitations 
has  expired.  According  to  the  Boston 
Globe,  Judge  Joseph  Rodger,  Jr.  denied  a 
motion  by  the  father  to  have  the  case  dis¬ 
missed.  It  is  the  first  case  of  this  kind  in 
Rhode  Island. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Boston  banks 
respond  to  racism 
charges 

BOSTON  —  In  response  to  two  studies 
indicating  that  Boston  banks  discriminate 
against  people  of  color  in  granting  mort¬ 
gages,  major  banks  here  —  BayBank,  Shaw- 
mut,  Bank  of  Boston,  Bank  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  U.S.  Trust,  and  Boston  Banks  of 
Commerce  —  have  announced  a  $400  mil¬ 
lion  plan  to  reinvest  in  neighborhoods  most 
affected  by  the  racist  lending  patterns. 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  the 
agreement  between  community  activists,  the 
banks,  and  Mayor  Ray  Flynn  was  reached 
Jan.  10,  the  day  before  the  mayor’s  State  of 
the  City  address  —  at  a  time  when  he  was 
under  a  lot  of  pressure  to  answer  charges  of 
racism  in  the  Stuart  case.  The  plan,  which 
includes  at  least  $100  million  in  below 
market  rate  mortgages,  will  aid  Roxbury, 
Mattapan  and  parts  of  Dorchester,  the 
South  End  and  Jamaica  Plain. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Rocker  apologizes 
to  Irish  group 

DUBLIN,  Ireland  —  Heavy  metal  dude 
Jon  Bon  Jovi  issued  an  apology  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Federation  of  Ireland  (NGF)  in 
the  wake  of  publicity  generated  by  anti-gay 
comments  he  made  at  a  Jan.  7  concert  here. 
Bon  Jovi  reportedly  told  the  crowd  of  8,000 
that  his  favorite  football  team,  the  New 
York  Giants,  were  “a  bunch  of  fucking  fag¬ 
gots”  for  losing  to  the  Los  Angeles  Rams  in 
the  playoffs. 

The  NGF  called  for  a  police  investigation 
of  the  incident  on  the  grounds  that  the  com¬ 
ments  violated  the  recently-enacted  anti¬ 
hate  law.  According  to  NGF,  the  legislation, 
passed  in  1988  and  enacted  in  December  of 
1989,  “prohibits  public  comments  which  are 
threatening,  abusive  or  insulting  and  which 
also  are  likely  to  incite  hatred  of  certain 
groups,  including  gays.” 

After  two  days  of  media  coverage  of 
NGF’s  anger  at  the  homophobic  comments, 
Bon  Jovi  issued  an  apology  saying  he  had 
not  intended  to  cause  hatred  or  animosity 
toward  the  gay  community.  He  also  added: 
“Please  understand  that  my  reaction  was 
not  at  all  geared  towards  gays,  but  simply 
was  a  reaction  to  a  losing  football  score.” 
Oh,  well,  if  you  put  it  that  way.... 

□  Jennie  McKnight 
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•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 
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Ski  X  and  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimming  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1,  a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2,  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3, 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts.. 

MasterCard  &  VISA 
1  '/z  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  &  Leslie 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 
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HEALTH 
CENTER  ■ 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
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Spending  is  a 
Sickness 

when  you  try  to  buy  friend¬ 
ship...  when  you  shop  for  a 
temporary  lift. .  .when  your 
debts  pile  up. .  .and  you  still 
haven’t  found  what  you 
really  need. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
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London . $298  RT 

San  Juan . $215  RT 

Barbados . $249  RT 

St.  Croix . $249  RT 

St.  Thomas . $249  RT 

Tax  &  security  not  included. 

Limited  availability. 
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76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 


Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 
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Massage  Therapy  Works! 


To  relieve  pains  and  discomfort 
To  give  you  the  most 
relaxing  hour  you  can  imagine 
To  make  you  better  at 
your  favorite  sports 
To  give  as  a  gift 
any  time  for  any  reason 

I  have  eight  years  experience 
doing  healing  work  with  all 
kinds  of  women. 

MAY  I  HELP 
YOU  TOO? 


Call  Beth  Walsh 

at  623-7258 
for  details  and  apt. 
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THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
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ACT  UP  protests  drug  trials  at  Harvard,  Jan.  17 


ACT  UP  slams  DDI  trials 

AIDS  activists  criticize  researchers  for  designing  unfair 
trials  and  defend  parallel  track  testing 

By  Jennie  McKnight 


BOSTON  —  About  75  demonstrators 
picketed  and  chanted  in  front  of  Harvard 
Medical  School  Jan.  17  to  protest  the  way 
the  experimental  antiviral  drug  DDI  is  being 
tested.  The  demo,  organized  by  ACT 
UP/Boston,  targeted  Harvard  because  the 
school  and  its  affiliated  hospitals  conduct  all 
DDI  research  for  the  region’s  AIDS  Clinical 
Trial  Group  (ACTG). 

DDI  is  an  experimental  drug  similar  to  the 
antiviral  AZT.  Because  it  appears  to  be 
much  less  toxic  than  AZT,  it  could  be  an  im¬ 
portant  anti-HIV  treatment,  especially  for 
those  who  cannot  tolerate  AZT. 

The  protesters  chanted  “Harvard  re¬ 
search  kills”  and  carried  signs  saying  “Am  I 
sick  enough  yet,”  referring  to  what  they  call 
the  inhumane  design  of  the  DDI  trials.  Steve 
Skuce,  a  spokesperson  for  ACT  UP,  said 
the  enrollment  criteria  and  other  aspects  of 
the  trials  were  flawed.  Because  many  people 
are  not  “sick  enough”  to  qualify  for  the 
trial,  or  because  they  are  unwilling  to  take 
unnecessary  risks  associated  with  the  trial, 
the  trial  is  not  fully  enrolled. 

ACT  UP  also  targeted  prominent  AIDS 
researcher  Jerome  Groopman,  who  has 
blamed  the  low  enrollment  in  the  DDI  trial 
on  the  availability  of  the  drug  through  the 
new  parallel  track  program.  Parallel  track 
allows  some  people  who  do  not  qualify  for 
clinical  trials  or  who  live  too  far  away  from 
test  sites  to  receive  promising  treatments  for 
HIV  infection.  Some  researchers,  like 
Groopman,  have  argued  that  parallel  track 
undermines  the  clinical  trial  process  because 
people  who  want  promising  drugs  will  try  to 
get  them  through  the  parallel  track  instead 
of  enrolling  in  clinical  trials.  AIDS  activists 
and  others  have  maintained  that  low  enroll¬ 
ment  in  trials  is  a  result  of  bad  trial  design, 
not  the  availability  of  treatments  elsewhere. 
“Instead  of  cleaning  up  the  DDI  clinical 
trials,”  said  Skuce,  “Groopman  dumps  on 
parallel  track,  which  is  for  people  who  can’t 

Penn,  decision 
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sembly  [in  passing  the  1989  law].  Pro-choice 
advocates  are  working  together  more  than 
ever  before.” 

In  addition  to  increased  cooperation 
among  groups  like  NOW,  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  and  the  National  Abortion  Rights  Ac¬ 
tion  League,  according  to  Towey,  “hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  have  been  involved  in  clinic 
defense,  mostly  in  response  to  Operation 
Rescue.”  A  new  political  action  committee 
has  been  formed  and  on  the  grassroots  level, 
Towey  notes  the  founding  of  two  groups  in 
the  Philadelphia  area:  a  new  “ACT 
UP”-like  group  called  Women  for  Repro¬ 
ductive  Choice  (which  mobilized  a  demon¬ 
stration  at  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul,  the  main 
Catholic  cathedral  in  Philadelphia),  and  a 
new  group  of  women  of  color  called  Sisters 
are  Pro-Choice. 

Towey  said  that  in  the  last  year  the 
reproductive  freedom  movement  has  be¬ 
come  much  more  focused  on  the  single  issue 
of  abortion  rights.  While  she  sees  much  to 
defend  the  strategy,  she  said  that  this  pro¬ 
vides  “less  opportunities  for  lesbians  to 
make  those  connections.  We  can  make  them 
in  our  own  minds,  but  not  always  publicly. 

“One  of  the  things  that  we  did  in  the  re¬ 
productive  rights  movement  earlier  was  con- 


get  into  a  clinical  trial.  He  wants  to  be  able 
to  coerce  people  into  trials.” 

The  Jan.  17  action  was  not  the  first  time 
ACT  UP/Boston  has  taken  on  the  Harvard 
ACTG.  In  September  of  1988  the  group  call¬ 
ed  for  community  input  into  the  design  and 
administration  of  the  trials  conducted  by  the 
ACTG.  Their  pressure  resulted  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  Community  Advisory  Board 
with  representatives  of  many  of  the  com¬ 
munities  affected  by  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
According  to  Mike  Immel,  one  of  two  ACT 
UP  members  on  the  advisory  board,  the 
board  reviews  the  trials  carried  out  by  the 
ACTG  and  gives  input  to  the  research 
group. 

Immel  said  he  thought  the  board  was 
more  than  a  “rubber  stamp”  board,  and 
that  some  of  its  recommendations  have  al¬ 
ready  been  addressed  and  implemented  in 
the  DDI  trials.  For  example,  one  of  the  dis¬ 
incentives  for  enrolling  in  the  DDI  trials  as 
they  were  originally  designed  was  the  high 
dose  of  AZT  some  participants  might  re¬ 
ceive.  One  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
advisory  board  was  to  lower  the  dose  of 
AZT  in  the  comparison  trial,  a  recommen¬ 
dation  that  the  researchers  employed.  (After 
months  of  pressure  by  AIDS  activists  and 
others,  the  government  finally  approved 
Jan.  16  a  recommended  dosage  of  AZT  that 
is  half  of  the  previous  recommended 
dosage.)  “We  kept  hearing  the  change  [in 
the  AZT  dosage]  was  in  the  pipeline,  but 
[the  advisory  board]  decided  not  to  wait 
around,”  said  Immel.  Another  change  the 
board  recommended  in  the  trials  was  a 
“crossover  design,”  which  allows  par¬ 
ticipants  to  switch  treatments  if  they  cannot 
tolerate  the  initial  drug. 

Immel  said  he  was  confident  that  the  ad¬ 
visory  board  will  continue  to  do  valuable 
work  affecting  current  and  future  trials,  but 
that  the  flaws  that  remain  in  the  trials  must 
be  made  public  by  groups  like  ACT  UP.  □ 


nect  issues  like  birth  control,  forced  sterili¬ 
zation,  sexuality.  And  we  connected  inter¬ 
nationally.  We  saw  abortion  in  a  context  of 
our  health  and  our  reproduction  and  our 
sexuality.  On  a  political  level  I  don’t  see  that 
happening  anymore,”  she  told  GCN. 

“As  a  lesbian,  I  choose  to  put  my  energy 
more  into  grassroost  organizing  where  I  feel 
I  can  make  those  connections.  I  think  other 
lesbians  are  making  those  choices.  We’d 
rather  co-exist  with  that  narrow  strategy 
than  exist  within  it,”  she  said. 

Rita  Addessa,  executive  director  of  the 
Philadelphia  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force, 
also  supports  a  broad  agenda.  “Abortion 
on  demand  raises  the  spectre  of  sexual  per¬ 
missiveness  and  sexual  promiscuity,  a  socie¬ 
ty  out  of  control,  one  that  is  hedonistic  rath¬ 
er  than  ‘responsible’  in  sexual  matters,”  she 
said.  “Women,  unlike  men,  however,  are 
the  ones  who  are  punished  for  what  is 
perceived  as  sexual  transgression  and  who 
bear  the  emotional  and  economic  burden  of 
birth  for  their  entire  lives. 

“Abortion  on  demand  is  central  to  wom¬ 
en’s  liberation....  It  raises  a  number  of  fun¬ 
damental  issues  related  to  power  and  to  tra¬ 
ditional  notions  of  sexuality.”  □ 


AIDS  service  group 
releases  testing  policy 

Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee  favors  HIV-testing,  but 
only  based  on  answers  to  questions  about  accessibility, 
support  and  money 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  Following  the  lead  of  AIDS 
service  organizations  across  the  U.S.,  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  released  its 
first  public  policy  statement  about  HIV  anti¬ 
body  testing  Jan.  4.  AAC’s  new  policy  is  a 
carefully  worded  statement  that  encourages 
people  who  have  engaged  in  high-risk  beha¬ 
vior  in  the  last  10  years  to  strongly  consider 
testing  and  offers  a  list  of  questions  for  in¬ 
dividuals  thinking  of  being  tested. 

AAC  was  criticized  by  ACT  UP/Boston 
for  being  slow  to  develop  such  a  statement 
(see  GCN ,  Dec.  10),  but  AAC’s  David 
Aronstein,  Director  of  Public  Policy  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Planning,  said  that  a  long  time  line 
was  necessary  to  produce  a  statement  that 
“reflects  AAC’s  broad  mission.”  The  group 
solicited  input  from  a  number  of  different 
local  AIDS  organizations,  including  the 
Boston  AIDS  Consortium,  ACT  UP/Bos¬ 
ton,  the  Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition,  and 
the  Latino  Health  Network.  In  addition, 
AAC  was  able  to  encourage  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Department  of  Public  Health  to  budget 
money  for  more  support  services,  including 
“early  intervention  centers,”  to  provide 
more  counseling,  testing,  and  medical  treat¬ 
ment.  While  the  logistics  of  such  centers 
have  not  been  specified,  Aronstein 
speculated  that  some  might  be  attached  to 


existing  health  care  facilities  and  some  might 
be  free-standing  clinics. 

The  statement  urges  individuals  to  weigh 
the  following  considerations  before  anony¬ 
mous  testing: 

•  “What  is  your  understanding  of  the 
medical  and  psychological  benefits  and  risks 
for  you  of  your  knowing  your  antibody 
status  at  this  particular  time?  What  reliable, 
knowledgeable  medical  and  mental  health 
support  will  be  available  to  you? 

•  Where  will  you  go  for  care?  How  will 
you  pay  for  your  treatment?  What  will  your 
insurance  cover  if  you  have  insurance? 
What  are  the  implications  of  billing  HIV- 
related  services  to  your  insurance? 

•  How  will  your  present  and  future  em¬ 
ployment,  housing,  health  insurance,  and 
support  be  affected  by  others  knowing  your 
antibody  status? 

•  What  supports  do  you  have  in  your  life 
to  help  you  deal  with  the  stresses  that  testing 
positive  or  negative  may  cause  for  you  and 
your  friends  and  family?  How  will  this 
knowledge  affect  your  ability  to  achieve 
and/or  maintain  safer  sexual  and/or  needle¬ 
sharing  or  drug-free  behaviors?  What  im¬ 
pact  might  your  or  your  friends’  knowing 
your  antibody  status  have  on  your  alcohol 
and  drug  recovery  program?”  □ 


Maria  Limon  (L),  director  of  the  Austin  Latino  Lesbian/Gay  Organization,  and  Jesse  Johnson,  Informe 
SIDA  staff 


Informe  SIDA 
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AIDS  cases  in  the  country  are  among  Black 
Americans  and  Latinos  and  the  national 
trend  is  reflected  locally.  In  Travis  County, 
where  Austin  is  located,  16  percent  of  the 
people  with  AIDS  and  19  percent  of  those 
who  are  HIV  positive  are  Latinos.  Informe 
SIDA  is  one  of  only  a  handful  of  AIDS  edu¬ 
cation  groups  in  the  country  working  specif¬ 
ically  with  the  Latino  community  and  one  of 
only  three  known  openly  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations  doing  such  work. 

Maria  Limon,  director  of  the  Austin 
Latino  Lesbian/Gay  Organization,  said  that 
Informe  SIDA’s  openly  gay  status  has  hard¬ 
ly  detracted  from  the  project’s  effectiveness. 
“We  really  thought  that  as  a  gay  and  lesbian 
group,  when  we  did  the  neighborhood  walk 
[AIDS  education  campaign],  we  were  going 
to  get  shot  out  of  the  water,”  she  told  GCN. 

“We  were  going  door  to  door  with  a 
pamphlet  that  said,  ‘Produced  by  the  Austin 
Latino  Lesbian/Gay  Organization.’  We 
covered  15,000  houses.  We  got  three  nega¬ 
tive  phone  calls.  That’s  all.  It’s  just  amazing 
to  us  that  we  could  have  such  broad-based 
support  and  yet  be  defunded,”  said  Limon. 

Although  the  proportions  of  HIV  trans¬ 
mission  through  IV  drug  use  and  heterosex¬ 
ual  contact  are  increasing,  says  Jesse 
Johnson,  one  of  Informe  SIDA’s  three  staff 
members,  80  percent  of  HIV  transmission  is 
still  through  gay  sex.  “Gay  people,”  he 
said,  “gay  Mejicanos  included,  need  to 
identify  with  the  organization  they’re  seek¬ 
ing  help  from  in  order  to  trust  it,  in  order  to 


build  the  bond  you  need  to  introduce  the 
idea  of  changing  behavior. 

“Our  strategy  is  to  say,  ‘There’s  nothing 
wrong  with  being  gay.’  Gay  people  have  an 
obligation  and  a  right  and  a  responsibility  to 
be  at  the  forefront  of  this  fight.  I  think  the 
Latino  community  recognizes  that  as  a  gay 
organization  we  were  the  ones  naturally  to 
take  the  lead  in  this  struggle.” 

Last  year  Informe  SIDA  conducted  a  sim¬ 
ilar  door-to-door  AIDS  educational  cam¬ 
paign  that  won  national  praise  and  was  cited 
as  a  model  for  other  cities  by  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
ference  of  Mayors. 

Informe  SIDA  is  considering  a  lawsuit 
against  Bernstein,  partly  on  the  grounds 
that  not  allowing  AIDS  workers  to  wear 
symbols  like  pink  triangles  and  lambdas 
violates  constitutional  guarantees  of  free 
speech.  ACT  UP  Austin  may  hold  a  demon¬ 
stration  at  the  Health  Department  demand¬ 
ing  Bernstein’s  resignation. 

“We’re  never  going  to  get  rational  human 
beings  running  TDH,”  gay  activist  Michael 
Matthews  told  GCN.  “Our  best  shot  is,  they 
need  to  fear  us,  the  gay  community,  more 
than  they  fear  the  few  crackpots  from  the 
Right.”  □ 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Openings 

Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  April/May.  Research,  in¬ 
vestigate,  and  write  news  stories  with  a  national 
scope  and  also  stories  about  Boston/New 
England.  May  include  some  analytical/feature 
writing  as  well.  Share  responsibilities  with  other 
staff  writer  for  coordinating  weekly  mailing  of 
paper  and  processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  write  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
pressure.  Knowledge  of  national/local  lesbian  and 
gay  community  and  issues  helpful.  Strong 
organizational  and  record-keeping  skills  as  well  as 
knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers  also 
helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  March  2,  1990. 


Typesetting  Coordinator: 

Available  immediately.  Typeset  news  and; 
features  articles  and  other  copy  for  weekly  paper,  ; 
as  well  as  ad  copy  and  promotional  materials.  ; 

Qualifications:  Strong  typing  and/or  word ; 
processing  skills  required.  Typesetting  ex-; 
perience,  particularly  on  a  Compugraphic  Edit-; 
writer  7500  helpful.  (Training  is  available.)  Strong; 
writing  and  good  grammar/copy  editing  skills ; 
preferred.  ; 

GCN  is  hoping  to  shift  to  desktop  publishing  ! 
within  the  next  year.  Because  of  this  upcoming  ; 
transition,  we  hope  to  make  a  six  month  hiring  ; 
for  the  Typesetting  Coordinator  position. 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to  les-  Z 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an; 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to; 
collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week; 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine  health; 
care  through  the  Fenway  Community  Health; 
Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.; 
GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility  for  their! 
own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  in-; 
novation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter; 
to:  GCN  job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley; 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116  ! 


and  civil  rights  movements.  One  obvious  ex¬ 
perience  of  these  movements  has  been  that 
oppressed  peoples  need  to  gather  together, 
to  gain  strength  and  vision,  and  to  strate- 
gize.  This  right  to  gather,  and  to  control  the 
content  and  agenda  of  these  gatherings,  is 
not  a  peripheral  but  rather  an  essential  part 
of  the  struggle.  While  gay  men  and  lesbians 
i  have  some  types  of  discrimination  in  com- 
imon,  gay  men,  by  being  men,  do  not  viscer- 
j ally  comprehend  what  it  means  to  live  as  a 
woman  in  this  patriarchal  culture. 

1  find  it  significant  it’s  a  gay  man  who 
feels  “pissed  off”  that  he  is  not  welcome  at 
certain  women’s  events.  1  have  observed 
that  many  gay  men  have  a  very  strong  sense 
of  inviolate  male  privilege,  reinforced  by 
mostly  associating  with  other  men.  A  man 
who  says,  “Well,  1  don’t  oppress  women  in 
my  life,  so  why  should  I  be  excluded?”  is 
missing  the  point  of  the  phrase  “male  priv¬ 
ilege.”  That  is  the  essence  of  male  assump¬ 
tion  of  access  and  authority.  By  going  into 
what  has  been  defined  as  women-only 
space,  a  man  (gay,  straight  or  bi)  is  an  op¬ 
pressor,  carrying  the  oppression  with  his 
very  presence.  To  intrude  on  women-only 
space  is  to  violate  one  of  the  most  central 
structures  of  a  movement  that  has  led  to 
many  of  the  political  and  social  changes  that 
allow  him  to  have  privilege  as  a  gay  man. 

Kavin  says  “The  question  is,  who  should 
the  burden  be  on,  women  who  feel  uncom¬ 
fortable  with  men  around,  or  me?  I  don’t 
think  it  should  be  me.”  Is  it  a  burden  for  a 
man  to  be  denied  access  to  an  event  focusing 
on  lesbian  and  women’s  community  issues? 

All  sorts  of  groups  exclude  people  almost 
without  thought  and  it  doesn’t  become  an 
issue.  Is  BAGLY  ageist  because  they  are 
limited  to  those  22  and  under?  Or  is  it  op¬ 
pressive  to  you  personally  that  they  are  spe¬ 
cifically  dealing  with  issues  related  to  com¬ 
ing  out  in  adolescence?  Is  a  “workshop  for 
gay  male  couples”  exclusionary?  Gay 
Fathers  of  Greater  Boston?  The  point  is 
some  events  are  focused  to  a  specific  group 
or  audience. 

I  think  it’s  necessary  for  women  to  have 
women-only  space  and  it  should  be  approp¬ 
riate  to  announce  it  publicly. 

The  letter  of  the  law  may  technically  be  on 
Bob  Kavin’s  side,  but  I  feel  strongly  that  the 
spirit  in  which  these  anti-discrimination 
laws  are  intended  (to  protect  genuinely  op¬ 
pressed  peoples)  is  being  violated. 

Sincerely, 
Paul  Pigman 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Women-only  space  is  reverse 
discrimination?! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  very  disturbed  by  the  article  concern¬ 
ing  the  complaint  initiated  against  Crone’s 
Harvest  by  Bob  Kavin  (Vol.  17,  No.  25).  He 
apparently  feels  his  human  rights  were  vio¬ 
lated  because  two  of  the  seven  events  held  in 
the  store  were  advertised  as  “women-only.” 

I  see  this  as  a  “blaming  the  victim”  type 
of  situation.  He  seems  to  be  saying  that,  be¬ 
cause  women  might  want  to  be  together 
without  men,  that  they  are  somehow  at  fault 
for  this  desire.  Women,  in  this  very  male- 
dominated  society,  are  oppressed  constant¬ 
ly.  Economically,  socially  and  sexually,  they 
are  under  relatively  constant  attack  by  men 
and  male-run  institutions.  Name  any  field  of 
endeavor  in  our  society  with  prestige  and 
I’m  sure  you  will  find  that  it  is  still 
dominated  by  men.  Women  are  still  paid  70 
percent  or  so  of  what  men  are  paid  for  com¬ 
parable  work. 

The  gay  liberation  movement  owes  a  great 
deal  to  the  ground  broken  by  the  women’s 


‘Fat-o-phobia’  far  flung 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  Vickye  Robin¬ 
son’s  letter  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  24,  regard¬ 
ing  the  greeting  cards  offered  at  Glad  Day 
Bookstore,  as  I  would  if  1  were  to  meet  her 
in  person: 

“Oh  Bruce,  get  over  yourself!  If  you  con¬ 
tinue  your  current  life-path  of  humorless  ar¬ 
rogance,  putting  far  too  much  energy  into 
petty  nit-picking  of  insignificant  topics,  you 
will  wind  up  becoming  a  very  bitter  old 
woman  with  very  few  friends.  And  you 
won’t  have  had  much  fun  either.” 

Firstly,  I  don’t  know  exactly  which  cards 
you  found  at  Glad  Day,  but  I  am  familiar 
with  the  entire  West  Graphics  line,  and  I  feel 
that  they  truly  are  “tastefully  tasteless 
cards.”  1  have  never  found  one  of  Mr. 
West’s  cards  to  be  too  offensive.  To  quote 
the  divine  Miss  Midler:  “It’s  just  a  little 
joke.  Fuck  ’em  if  they  can’t  take  a  joke!” 

Secondly,  Billi  Gordon  is  a  Black,  straight 
woman.  With,  I  might  add,  a  supreme  sense 
of  humor.  While  1  have  only  had  the  occa¬ 
sion  to  meet  her  three  or  four  times  at  par¬ 
ties  or  book  signings,  I  must  say  that  she  is  a 
wonderful  woman,  hardly  the  mean-spirited 
bitch  that  you  would  like  to  portray.  / 
thought  that  her  dieter’s  handbook,  Eat 
This  Book  was  a  riot!  Are  you  listening, 
Ann?  Billi  Gordon  may  be  fat,  but  I  serious¬ 
ly  doubt  that  she  would  allow  you  to  say  that 
she  is  “fat-o-phobic.” 

Lastly,  I  applaud  Mr.  Mitzel  for  not 
kneeling  to  your  pressure  to  have  him  re¬ 
move  the  cards  from  the  shelves,  especially 
since  you  didn’t  even  take  the  time  to  find 
out  even  the  most  rudimentary  background 
on  the  situation. 

You  might  be  interested  in  reading  A. 
Maupin’s  fictional  Significant  Others.  You 
could  probably  find  it  in  the  “humor”  sec¬ 
tion  at  Glad  Day. 

In  closing,  1  would  like  to  suggest  that  be¬ 
fore  you  try  to  write  a  scathing  reply  to  this 
letter,  you  re-read  the  centerspread  of  GCN 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


/GCN  received  the  following  letters  in  response  to  our  cad  for  submissions  about  class  in  lesbian  /gay  communities.  Our 
three-part  series  on  class  begins  in  this  issue  and  continues  in  the  next  two  issues.] 

Unused  privilege  is  a  weapon  in  the 
hand  of  our  enemies 


Dec.  24-Jan.  6  (Vol.  17,  No.  24).  Now, 
before  you  try  to  get  all  of  the  fags  and 
dykes  in  the  world  to  stop  calling  themselves 
fags  and  dykes,  and  before  you  try  to  get  all 
of  the  blacks,  straight  or  otherwise,  to  stop 
calling  each  other  nigger,  why  not  sit  down 
with  a  nice  cocktail  (or  all-natural,  sugar- 
free,  non-carbonated  beverage  of  your 
choice)  and  a  good  comic  book  like  Morgan 
Callabrese:  The  Movie  and  mellow  out! 
Trust  me,  life  is  too  short!  If  you  spend  all 
of  your  energy  worrying  about  the  little 
things,  you  won’t  have  any  energy  to  fight 
for  the  important  issues.  And  Honey,  there 
are  some  pretty  important  issues  out  there! 

Thank  you  for  giving  me  your  time,  and 
I’m  really  looking  forward  to  next  summer’s 
big  debates:  “Wimmin’s  music:  How 
should  we  spell  it?”  and  ‘‘The  big  contro¬ 
versy:  Toilet  seats  up  or  down?” 

Yours, 
Rick  Hunter 
San  Diego,  Ca. 

‘Stealing  time/  speaking  up 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you,  Barbara  Smith  for  your  wise 
words  in  Making  the  Connections.  (Speak¬ 
ing  Out,  Dec.  24,  1989-Jan.  6,  1990):  ‘‘It 
does  not  dilute  our  rage  to  extend  it  to  every 
manifestation  of  a  dysfunctional  and  peop¬ 
le-hating  system.  In  fact,  it  strengthens  it.” 

Recently,  I  have  been  considering  not  at¬ 
tending  any  more  unlearning  racism  and 
homophobia  workshops.  The  same  disturb¬ 
ing  scenarios  iunevitably  occur.  Every 
“ism”  in  the  book  is  mentioned  except  anti- 
Semitism.  When  I,  or  another  woman,  men¬ 
tion  this  absence,  we  receive  a  polite  nod 
and  then  it  is  never  mentioned  again.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  this,  one  or  several  women  of  color 
approach  me  to  let  me  know  that  by  bring¬ 
ing  up  Jew-hating,  I  am  taking  up  their 
space  and  not  dealing  with  my  own  racism, 

i.e.,  1  am  pushy  and  loud  and  shut  up.  Now, 
where  have  1  heard  that  before? 

These  women  and  I  often  get  into  a  dis¬ 
cussion  that  goes  nowhere  and  I  swear  that 
I’ll  never  go  back  to  another  oppressive 
workshop. ..a  commitment  that  I  usually 
break  and  suffer  the  same  consequences 
again:  isolation,  invisibility,  rage,  fear. 
Ironically  enough,  these  are  all  the  same 
emotional  reactions  to  institutionalized  op¬ 
pression  that  we  are  discussing  in  the  work¬ 
shop.  Racism  works  in  strange  ways. 

I  can’t  understand  this  scarcity  mentality 
about  how  much  space  discussing  our  vari¬ 
ous  oppressions  steals  from  each  other.  At 
the  same  time,  I  totally  understand  time 
constraints.  If  a  workshop  is  billed  as  solely 
focusing  on  the  racist  oppression  of  people 
of  color  (which  the  ones  I  went  to  were  not), 
then  that  is  the  material  we  should  stick  to. 

What  I’m  needing  to  hear  at  these  confer¬ 
ences  is  at  least  one  small  sentence  that  says: 
anti-Semitism  exists,  it  is  racism,  but  that’s 
not  our  focus  today. 

If  the  KKK  has  us  on  their  hit  list,  how 
come  the  radical  Left  keeps  telling  me  to 
shut  up? 

Rya 

Eugene,  Ore. 

Pressure  can  burst  steel.  I’m 
only  flesh  and  blood 

Dear  GCN: 

Yes,  I  received  the  sample  copy  and  yes  I 
want  more.  Thank  you. 

I  am  almost  certain  that  by  this  time  you 
have  heard  about  the  decision  that  the  judge 
handed  down  about  the  HIV  positive  in¬ 
mates  housed  at  the  Limestone  [Alabama] 
unit.  [Concerning  mandatory  testing  and 
isolation  of  all  HIV  positive  prisoners  upon 
entry  into  the  system.]  He  denied  everything 
we  were  asking  for.  EVERYTHING! 

The  suit  against  the  Alabama  DOC 
[Department  of  Corrections]  posed  by  the 
ACLU  and  all  us  HIV  inmates  hoped  to  end 
segregation,  stop  or  at  least  curtail  the 
Homophobia  experienced  in  the  Alabama 
penal  system  among  other  goals.  All  was 
shot  down  by  the  Federal  judge  on  Monday 
the  8th. 

This  is  very  disturbing  and  depressing.  I 
hope  1  can  make  it.  I  consider  myself  strong, 
but  pressure  can  burst  a  steel  pipe,  and  I’m 
only  flesh  and  blood. 

Keep  the  faith, 
Timothy  Scott  Smith 
143139 
Box  66  (7-30) 

Li  Capshaw,  AI.  35742 


A  letter  from  Audre  Lorde 

Dear  GCN, 

The  issue  of  class  politics  in  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  communities  is  crucial  and  I  ap¬ 
plaud  GCN  for  taking  it  on. 

Class,  like  race,  is  one  of  those  societal 
constructs  (unlike  age  and  sex)  that  affect 
every  aspect  of  our  current  living  in  this 
country.  It  is  also  difficult  to  discuss  cre¬ 
atively  and  rationally  because  — 

1 . )  The  U.S.  subscribes  to  the  myth  of  being 
a  class-less,  as  well  as  a  non-racist,  society. 
Nothing  is  farther  from  the  truth. 

2. )  In  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  communities, 
Class,  Race  and  other  issues  of  difference 
intersect  and  entwine  in  such  complex  and 
often  contradictory  ways  that  we  must  first 
consider  how  we  deal  with  all  issues  of  pow¬ 
er  and  difference  between  us.  If  we  do  not 
look  at  those  attitudes  toward  difference 
within  ourselves  that  keep  us  from  hearing 
each  other,  we  cannot  possibly  consider 
issues  of  class  and  race  separately,  without 
getting  bogged  down  in  a  morass  of  simplistic 
accusations  and  non-productive  guilt. 

i.e.  —  I  have  heard  white  women  dismiss  a 
Black  woman’s  observations  upon  their  ra¬ 
cism  by  accusing  her  of  being 
“middle  class”;  1  have  heard  a  working 
class  woman’s  observations  of  classism 
dismissed  by  Black  women  as  being  merely 
“white.”  In  both  exchanges,  the  listeners 
were  unable  to  hear  what  was  being  said 
because  they  were  unable  to  accept  their 
own  class  privilege  or  white-skin  privilege. 
This  acceptance  would  have  to  be  the  first 
step  in  examining  the  intersections  and 
limitations  of  these  privileges  in  different 
women’s  lives.  Privilege  is  not  criminal.  Ac¬ 
quiring  it  by  exploitation  is  abuse  —  as  is 


A  letter  from  Jeanne  Martin 

Dear  GCN, 

You  requested  information  about  class. 
All  I  can  share  with  you  is  my  experience.  I 
came  from  the  blue  collar  world  (my  father  a 
garbage  collector  with  a  7th  grade  education 
and  my  mother  a  waitress  who  finished  12th 
grade).  I  joined  the  Army  at  18  and  it  was  in 
the  military  that  I  discovered  my  sexuality 
and  had  a  six-month  relationship  with  a 
black  woman.  I  was  hanging  around  a  lot  of 
women  known  to  be  gay  in  the  Army  then, 
but  I  never  thought  it  would  mean  anything 
to  me.  One  of  my  friends  and  I  started  to  get 
very  close,  we  started  hugging  each  other 
every  time  we  saw  each  other.  One  thing  led 
to  another.  I  was  blown  away.  I  liked  being 
with  her  but  I  was  Catholic.  How  could  I 
ever  explain  this?  The  message  I  got  growing 
up  was  I  would  marry  a  blue  collar  guy  if  I 
did  good,  he  would  know  a  trade  and  I 
would  go  to  work  also  (waitress,  sales  clerk, 
etc...).  I  would  raise  the  kids  and  take  care 
of  the  house,  he  would  work  and  do  little 
else.  So,  I  ran  from  my  lover  and  started 
dating  men,  trying  to  like  them. 

Then  another  woman  came  along  and  I 
confirmed  how  I  felt  about  women.  I  was 
scared.  I  played  all  the  games  gay  women 
play  in  order  to  be  seen  as  bi  or  straight. 
Men  seemed  to  tolerate  bi’s  more  than 
dykes.  I  was  called  dyke.  I  had  things  writ¬ 
ten  on  my  door  like  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lilly  Mar¬ 
tin  referring  to  me  and  a  straight  friend  I 
hung  around  with.  I  pleased  men  in  charge 
of  me  so  they  would  keep  me  out  of  trouble. 

I  still  have  close  lesbian  friends  in  the  Army 
and  it  hurts  me  to  know  what  they  have  to 
deal  with. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  not  all  a  night¬ 
mare.  The  bonding  among  lesbians  that  1 
felt  in  the  military  was  unmatched.  They 
would  tear  each  other  up  and  then  stick 
together.  We  were  a  sub-culture  strongly 
bonded  and  1  enjoyed  that  part.  The  part 
that  hurts  the  most  looking  back  is  the 
booze:  it  was  the  center  of  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  and  remains  there.  I  drank  my  fears  away 
and  so  did  my  friends  (tried  to  anyway).  I 
would  drink  and  fight,  drink  and  try  to  love. 
Homophobia  was  brought  into  my  future 


non-use  of  privilege.  And  we  live  in  a  society 
of  institutionalized  privilege,  and  institu¬ 
tionalized  abuse. 

3.)  The  most  problematic  reason  class  is  so 
difficult  to  discuss  in  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
communities  is  because  those  of  us  who 
have  benefitted  from  class  privilege  or 
white-skin  privilege  are  often  reluctant  to 
look  at  —  admit  —  those  benefits  and  privi¬ 
leges,  lest  we  find  ourselves  morally  or  so¬ 
cially  obligated  to  give  them  up  or  to  share 
them. 

We  are  therefore  also  reluctant  to  use 
those  benefits  and  privileges  in  the  service  of 
what  we  believe  needs  being  done,  because 
to  use  privilege  requires  admitting  to  privi¬ 
lege,  requires  moving  beyond  guilt  and  ac¬ 
cusation  into  creative  action. 

And,  of  course,  unused  privilege  becomes 
a  weapon  in  the  hand  of  our  enemies,  and 
we  wind  up  being  used  against  our  lovers, 
our  friends,  other  members  of  our  commu¬ 
nities.  Privilege,  like  power,  is  relative.  My 
education  gives  me  privilege  I  would  be 
foolish  to  deny.  I  am  also  a  Black  woman  in 
a  society  that  defines  human  as  male  and 
white.  Every  thing  I  acknowledge  myself  to 
be  is  part  of  my  powerpack. 

Unfortunately,  I  cannot  consider  writing 
any  articles  right  now.  Hurricane  Hugo  has 
devastated  my  home  and  my  living  in  St. 
Croix.  Life  has  become  very  elemental  for 
us  here  —  we  lost  half  our  house,  for  start¬ 
ers.  We  are  without  power  and  telephone, 
and  will  be  for  months.  We  are,  however, 
much  luckier  than  many  who  do  not  even 
have  a  roof  over  their  heads.  We  do,  and 
friends  and  relatives  on  the  mainland  who 


relationships  with  women.  I  did  not  com¬ 
pletely  accept  myself  until  October  ’87  at  the 
March. 

Today  I  belong  to  the  Unitarian  Univer- 
salist  church,  which  is  full  of  college-edu¬ 
cated  people,  and  I  have  learned  how  to  ad¬ 
just  to  that.  I  go  because  they  accept  gays, 
they  try  for  social  justice  and  they  don’t 
judge  me.  Still,  it  is  uncomfortable  because 
they  don’t  talk  my  language  or  so  it  feels  to 
me.  They  are  averagely  middle-class  caring 
people,  but  I  don’t  fit  in  all  the  time.  I  work 
in  a  retail  store  earning  $8,000  on  a  good 
year.  I  am  afraid  of  the  material  world.  I  live 
with  my  parents.  I  am  two  parents  away 
from  God  only  knows  what.  I  am  consumed 
with  economic  insecurity.  While  they  dis¬ 
cuss  recycling  or  feminist  Theology  (which  I 
like  and  think  is  great)  I’m  thinking  how  am 
I  going  to  eat  without  getting  married.  They 
seem  to  have  so  many  options  and  choices 
and  I  can’t  relate  to  that.  My  dad  was  a 
drunk  (recovering  today)  whose  word  was 
law.  I  grew  up  in  fear.  “Thank  God  you 
have  a  job  no  matter  what  it  is”  —  that’s  the 
message  I  got. 

For  me  I  am  going  nowhere  in  my  job  — 
there  is  nowhere  to  go  —  it’s  boring,  monot¬ 
onous,  etc...  If  I  get  angry  at  the  boss  I  cer¬ 
tainly  am  not  going  to  discuss  it  with  him. 
He  represents  power  (power  to  fire  me).  I 
will  bitch  to  other  co-workers  (“Do  you 
believe  what  he  wanted  me  to  do?”).  There 
are  two  kinds  of  people:  bosses  and  work¬ 
ers.  And  for  the  workers  there  is  very  little 
incentive  to  think.  Using  your  body  and  not 
your  brain  is  stressed.  Can’t  wait  until  this 
day  or  week  is  over.  There  is  very  little  room 
for  people  not  knowing  where  you  are,  you 
are  always  answering  to  someone. 

Middle  class  people  have  more  choices 
and  responsibility.  Take  the  boss,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  If  he  slips  away  for  an  hour,  he  doesn’t 
have  to  tell  anyone.  He  is  encouraged  to  be 
creative  and  to  think.  He  is  in  charge,  there¬ 
fore,  responsible.  If  he  didn’t  want  this  job, 
he  has  the  resources  and  general  self-confi¬ 
dence  to  go  for  another.  His  job  is  flexible 
doing  many  different  things.  He  has 
authority  over  others  and  people  answer  to 


could  afford  to  send  us  batteries  and  a 
chainsaw,  along  with  care-packages  and  en¬ 
couragement.  And  that,  by  the  way,  is  an 
example  of  class  and  financial  privilege. 
Class  issues  as  well  as  race  issues  are  depress- 
ingly  obvious  in  official  disaster  aid.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  still  homeless  in  St.  Croix  are  poor, 
Black,  and  Latin.  All  too  often,  relief  goes 
to  those  most  able  through  education  and 
experience  to  handle  the  intricacies  of 
triplicate  forms  and  supporting  documents. 
Bitter  through  past  experience,  many  of  the 
underserved  are  emotionally,  philisophical- 
ly  as  well  as  educationally  reluctant  to  ex¬ 
pose  themselves  to  impatient  bureaucratic 
scrutiny,  so  their  needs  go  unanswered  by 
government  emergency  aid.  Seventy  percent 
of  the  homeless  here  have  not  been  reached 
by  FEMA  (Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency). 

I  am  writing  to  you  by  the  light  of  a  kero¬ 
sene  lamp.  1  know  much  of  the  world  lives 
like  this,  but  we  are  still  adjusting  from  the 
stunning  terror  of  crisis  to  the  interminable 
frustrations  of  long-range  coping. 

Yet  we  are  managing,  with  a  bit  of  style 
even,  and  with  a  little  help  from  our  friends! 
And  we  are  in  the  process  of  rebuilding  St. 
Croix,  slowly  but  determinedly.  This  is  our 
home. 

I  hope  some  of  these  thoughts  will  be  of 
use  to  you,  and  Good  Luck  with  the  issue! 

Sincerely, 
Audre  Lorde 

November  4,  1989  2/  16/Post  Hugo 


him  —  ego  boost.  He  looks  forward  to  the 
challenge  of  the  day. 

Besides  the  differences  between  blue  col¬ 
lar  and  middle-class,  there  are  also  different 
classes  between  black  and  white.  Black  peo¬ 
ple  are  treated  differently,  everything  nega¬ 
tive  is  described  as  black,  black  magic,  black 
Monday.  They  are  given  the  message  that 
because  of  their  skin  color  they  are  less  than 
and  white  folks  assume  muggers  and  car 
thieves  are  young  black  men.  Why  were 
there  so  many  blacks  in  the  Army?  It  was  a 
way  out.  My  lover  that  was  black  knew  the 
best  thing  for  her  was  to  stick  out  the  Army 
pressures  so  she  could  have  something. 

I  am  at  times  so  ashamed  of  being  white 
and  all  the  advantages  that  come  with  that. 
Everyday  white  people  travel  30-45  minutes 
into  the  city  (I  watch  this),  make  the  deci¬ 
sions  that  affect  thousands  of  lives  —  some 
good,  some  bad  (most  bad)  and  at  6  p.m.  all 
that’s  left  is  the  sewer  they  left  behind.  I 
hope  I  don’t  offend  you,  but  who  is  walking 
the  streets  at  6  p.m.:  poor  white  trash  and 
poor  minorities.  Homeless  drunks,  junkies, 
gangs,  etc...  Oh  forgive  me,  the  yuppies 
might  go  well-dressed  to  the  show  or  the 
theater  district. 

And  who’s  dying  of  AIDS:  poor  junkies 
(minorities  especially).  These  people  feel 
like  they  have  no  choices,  no  self-esteem, 
they  don’t  have  much  to  live  for,  yet  they 
have  more  to  teach  me  about  living  than  any 
corporate  president.  Climbing  the  corporate 
ladder  is  our  society’s  disease  —  having 
more,  getting  more.  I  don’t  have  any  under¬ 
standing  of  why  someone  earning  $30, (XX)  a 
year  would  want  more.  I  feel  guilty  owning  a 
used  car  and  how  that  affects  the  environ¬ 
ment. 

Sorry  I  wrote  a  book:  1  have  a  lot  of 
issues,  especially  my  powerlessness  over  this 
world.  When  I  get  to  heaven  I’m  going  to 
have  a  notebook  worth  of  questions  for 
God. 

Thanks  for  asking  me  for  my  opinion, 
Jeanne  Martin 


I  came  from  the  blue  collar  world 
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OBITUARIES 


GCN  encourages  anyone  who  would  like  to  submit 
obituaries  for  publication  to  do  so.  We  ask  that 
obituaries  be  typed,  double-spaced,  and  limited  to  SOO 
words,  if  possible.  Include  a  photograph,  if  available. 
GCN  offers  writing  assistance  upon  request.  Contact  the 
News  department  if  you  have  any  questions  or  would 
like  to  make  a  submission. 


Bruce  Porter 


BOSTON  —  Bruce  Porter  left  this  life 
peaceably  on  July  30,  1989,  twelve  days 
after  a  heroic  decision  to  discontinue  all 
treatment  to  prolong  his  life  artificially  at 
the  expense  of  the  quality  of  his  life.  He  died 
of  AIDS. 

Bruce  spent  his  last  hours  in  the  loving 
presence  of  his  mother  Elaine,  his  father 
Bob,  his  sister  Dianne  and  his  friends  Steve 
Wage  and  Rod  Hoel.  His  closest  friends  and 
all  of  his  relatives  surrounded  him  with 
light,  love  and  life  24  hours  a  day  through¬ 
out  his  final  weeks. 

Bruce  was  born  in  Brighton,  Mass.,  Aug. 
10,  1962,  and  grew  up  in  Arlington,  Mass. 
Bruce  graduated  from  Arlington  High  in 
1980  and  went  on  to  study  Industrial  Arts  at 
Fitchburgh  State,  and,  later,  Art  and  Design 
at  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Art  in 
Boston. 

His  knack  for  discerning  “how  things 
work”  —  locks,  mechanical  objects,  and 
electronics  —  was  evident  at  an  early  age,  as 
was  his  penchant  for  art,  singing  and  pho¬ 
tography,  and  carpentry.  Bruce  often  ex¬ 
pressed  his  uniqueness  through  his  art.  His 
ability  to  design  and  make  furniture  gave 
him  wide  exposure  in  the  Boston  area.  For 
instance,  he  designed  and  built  ‘by  hand  a 
marvelously  detailed  home  in  Bedford, 
Mass,  from  a  small  original  “Captain’s 
House”  structure. 

Bruce  once  talked  about  all  of  the  things 
he  had  created  “For  other  people  —  things 
in  the  past  that  will  be  here  when  I’m  gone,” 
and  compared  his  thoughts  to  the  lyrics  of 
Working:  “He  builds  a  house  with  his 
hands/20  years  go  by  and  still  it  stands.” 

In  his  musical  life,  Bruce  developed  a 
strong  baritone  and  tenor  under  the  close 
tutelage  of  his  mother  Elaine.  He  often  en¬ 
joyed  performing  a  song  or  two  with  the 
featured  performers  and  friends  at  Nick’s, 
the  1270,  and  the  Randolph  Country  Club 
or  with  his  dad  at  Napolean’s  and  his 
mother  in  shows  or  recitals. 

Many  knew  Bruce  through  his  long  affili¬ 
ation  with  the  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts 
and  from  his  close  work  with  friends  involv¬ 
ed  in  healing  and  white  magic.  In  these 
areas,  as  in  all  others,  he  always  gave  of 
himself,  his  love,  and  his  energy. 

Bruce’s  life  was  lived  as  a  celebration.  He 
always  had  a  smile  and  a  kind  word,  and  in 
his  final  days,  Bruce  spent  his  hours  “being 
there”  —  comforting  and  preparing  those 
he  loved  but  had  to  leave  behind.  We  will  all 
remember  those  days  as  among  the  closest 
and  most  loving  of  our  lives.  We’ll  miss  you, 
Bruce. 

Chris  Brownlie 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Chris  Brownlie,  a 
leading  advocate  on  behalf  of  people  with 
AIDS,  succumbed  to  the  disease  himself 
Nov.  28,  after  a  2/i  year  battle. 

Brownlie  was  a  singular  personality  in  the 
volatile  worlds  of  county  politics  and  AIDS 
advocacy  in  Los  Angeles.  He  was  a  contro¬ 
versial  figure.  He  was  often  disagreed  with, 
but  never  personally  discredited  by  the  sets 
of  contending  forces  that  he  sought  to  enlist 
in  the  service  of  his  dream:  quality  care  for 
people  in  need.  Phill  Wilson,  the  lover  with 
whom  Brownlie  was  to  have  celebrated  ten 
years  of  commitment  Dec.  19,  1989,  remem¬ 
bers,  “Chris  insisted  on  working  with  every¬ 
one,  and  insisted  on  everyone  working  to¬ 
gether.” 

Brownlie,  along  with  Wilson  and  Michael 
Weinstein,  was  a  founder  and  board  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  AIDS  Hospice  Foundation;  an 
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organization  which  designed,  agitated  for, 
and  established  the  first  licensed  residential 
hospice  for  people  in  the  final  stages  of 
AIDS  in  Los  Angeles  County.  At  its  Dec. 
26,  1988,  opening,  the  facility  was  named  the 
Chris  Brownlie  Hospice  in  honor  of  his 
work  bringing  it  into  being.  The  hospice’s 
philosophy  of  care  is  based  on  an  acceptance 
of  the  inevitability  of  death  and  the  principle 
that  people  in  the  final  stages  of  life  are  en¬ 
titled  to  full  dignity  and  human  rights. 
Every  resident  at  Brownlie  Hospice  is  cared 
for  according  to  an  individualized  plan  bas¬ 
ed  on  their  spiritual  and  medical  needs,  and 
no  one  is  turned  away  for  lack  of  funds  —  a 
policy  that  Brownlie  helped  design  and  im¬ 
plement. 

Brownlie  and  other  activists  successfully 
thwarted  a  1986  Lyndon  LaRouche  initia¬ 
tive  in  California  that  would  have  mandated 
detention  of  all  persons  who  test  positive  for 
HIV.  Afterwards,  that  same  group  of  ac¬ 
tivists  worked  to  establish  an  unprecedented 
model  care  program  for  people  with  AIDS. 

In  Feb.  1987,  Brownlie  learned  that  he 
was  fighting  for  his  own  future,  when  he  was 
diagnosed  with  AIDS.  From  that  point  on, 
Brownlie  was  active  in  the  movement  for 
AIDS  Hospice  care.  He  emerged  as  an  out¬ 
spoken  person  with  AIDS  who  was  willing 
to  back  up  his  reasoned  arguments  for  ex¬ 
panded  health  care  by  exposing  the  most  in¬ 
timate  details  of  his  own  suffering  —  often 
to  those  bureaucratic  agencies  whose 
records  he  was  censoring  for  insensitivity  — 
in  order  to  represent  those  whose  fear  of  dis¬ 
crimination  kept  them  silent. 


Brownlie,  whose  lifemate  was  African 
American,  was  also  an  ardent  interracialist. 
Prior  to  his  AIDS  activism,  he  focused  on  a 
number  of  projects  promoting  the  interests 
of  people  of  color.  In  1983,  he  and  Wilson 
were  co-founders  and  co-owners  of  Black  is 
More  Than  Beautiful,  Inc.,  which  published 
the  first  mainstream  photographic  calendar 
featuring  Black  men,  as  well  as  the  first  line 
of  family  greeting  cards  targeting  Black  con¬ 
sumers. 

Beginning  in  1985,  Brownlie  served  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  L.A.  chapter  of 
Black  and  White  Men  Together  (BWMT),  a 
gay  civic  organization  whose  political  out¬ 
reach  he  significantly  extended.  When 
Wilson  persuaded  BWMT  to  co-sponsor  the 
First  Annual  Black  Gay  and  Lesbian  Con¬ 
ference  in  L.A.  in  1988,  Brownlie  urged 
BWMT  to  take  a  back  seat  in  staging  the 
events  in  order  to  encourage  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  more  African  Americans. 

Still  striving  for  conciliation,  Brownlie 
worked  closely  in  1989  with  Black  and  white 
AIDS  activists  to  salvage  a  controversial 
plan  to  open  an  AIDS  hospice  in  South- 
central  L.A.,  which  is  now  expected  to  open 
in  1990. 

Brownlie  was  born  in  Farmington,  New 
York,  Aug.  27,  1950.  He  is  survived  by  his 
lover  Phill  Wilson,  his  father  Robert,  his 
sister  Pat,  his  brothers  Peter  and  Andrew, 
his  sister-in-law  Christine,  nephews  Mathew 
and  Colin,  Winfred  and  Cory  Wilson,  niece 
Jessica  Banks,  and  his  best  friends,  Mary 
Adair  and  Michael  Weinstein. 

Contributions  in  Brownlie’s  memory  may 
be  sent  to  the  Chris  Brownlie  Hospice,  1300 
Scott  Ave.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  90026. 

□  AIDS  Hospice  Foundation 

May  Swenson 

LONG  ISLAND,  N.Y.  —  May  Swenson, 
a  poet  who  has  been  widely  anthologized  in 
both  feminist  and  gay  and  lesbian  antholo¬ 
gies,  died  December  4.  She  was  76  years  old 
and  had  suffered  for  decades  from  chronic 
asthma. 

Born  in  Logan,  Utah,  Swenson  graduated 
from  Utah  State  Agricultural  College  and 
worked  in  a  Salt  Lake  City  newspaper  until 
she  moved  to  New  York  in  the  late  1930s. 
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She  worked  as  a  secretary  and  then  as  an  edi¬ 
tor  at  New  Directions,  all  the  time  pursuing 
her  own  writing  career.  Her  first  book  of 
published  poetry  came  in  1954  with  Another 
Animal.  Eight  books  were  to  follow  over  the 
years.  She  also  contributed  to  numerous 
poetry  and  literary  journals  and  many  of  her 
short  stories  have  been  anthologized.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  1970s,  one  of  her  plays,. The  Floor, 
was  produced  by  the  American  Place 
Theater  in  New  York. 

Swenson  was  also  the  recipient  of  many 
literary  awards,  including  Rockefeller,  Gug¬ 
genheim  and  Ford  Foundation  grants,  the 
Brandeis  Creative  Arts  Award  and  the  Boll¬ 
inger  Prize  from  Yale  University,  which  she 
received  in  1 98 1 .  Two  years  ago ,  she  won  the 
prestigeous  $130,000  Fellowship  from  the 
McArthur  Foundation. 

Although  well  known  in  literary  circles 
since  the  mid-1950s,  Swenson  found  a  new 
audience  with  the  publication  of  feminist 
anthologies  of  women’s  poetry  in  the  late 
1960s.  Appearing  in  such  books  as  I  Hear 
My  Sisters  Singing,  No  More  Masks,  Rising 
Tides,  and  Psyche:  The  Feminine  Poetic 
Consciousness,  Swenson’s  poetry  about 
women  set  a  standard  for  a  whole  new  gen¬ 
eration  of  feminist  writers.  And  while  many 
of  her  poems  were  clearly  lesbian  in  content, 
these  early  anthologies  only  included  poems 
which  might  be  interpreted  as  addressing 
heterosexual  concerns.  It  was  only  in  1988, 
with  the  publication  of  Joan  Larkin’s  and 
Carl  Morse’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Poetry  in 
Our  Time,  that  Swenson  was  included  in  a 
gay  or  lesbian  context. 

Swenson,  who  lived  in  Sea  Cliff,  Long 
Island,  is  survived  by  eight  sisters  and 
brothers  in  Utah  and  by  R.  R.  Knudson,  her 
companion  of  the  last  two  decades. 

□  Michael  Bronski 

Kevin  M.  George 

BOSTON  —  A  memorial  service  for 
Kevin  M.  George  will  be  held  at  2:00  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Jan.  28  at  the  Arlington  St.  Church. 
There  will  be  a  reception  in  George’s  honor 
at  Club  Cafe  immediately  following  the  ser¬ 
vice.  George  died  on  Dec.  3,  1989  (see  GCN, 
Dec.  17,  1989). 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


John  Murray 


SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  —  John  Murray, 
formerly  of  Boston  and  Austin,  Texas,  died 
here  on  October  29  after  struggling  for  a 
number  of  years  with  systemic  lupus  erythe¬ 
matosus,  a  disorder  of  the  immune  system. 

A  printer  by  trade,  John  helped  produce 
GCN  as  an  employee  of  the  company  that 
prints  the  paper  and  occasionally  as  a  volun¬ 
teer.  He  was  patient  and  generous  in  support 
for  his  lover,  David  Morris,  who  was  on  the 
GCN  staff  from  1980  to  1984. 

John  was  born  in  New  Mexico  in  1955  and 
raised  in  California  and  Texas.  □ 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
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Phone 
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42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


Tax  Planning  And  Preparation 
Small  Business  Accounting  Services 


Linda  O’Leary 


•  Reasonable  Rates 

•  Professioanl  Service 

•  Evening  and  Weekend 
Appointments 


BOSTON,  MA  (617)  782-2452 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 


Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA  . 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139  j 
(617)  876-7099 

- - - 


#v 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


The  first  in  a  three-part  supplement 

ON  CLASS  IN  LESBIAN/GAY  COMMUNITIES 


This  issue  contains  the  first  installment  in  a  three-part  supplement  on  class  politics  in  les¬ 
bian /gay  communities.  For  many  years,  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  poor  and  working 
class  backgrounds  have  spoken  up  about  feeling  underrepresented  in  gay  and  lesbian 
movements.  And  throughout  GCN  Is  history,  numerous  readers,  volunteers  and 
staff  members  have  pushed  for  better  attention  to  class  within  our  pages.  Some  of  these  peo¬ 
ple’s  voices  can  be  heard  in  this  supplement.  Other  contributors  included  here  became  in¬ 
volved  with  GCN  after  we  renewed  our  commitment  to  anti-racist  politics  in  1984.  Still 
others  write  after  keeping  their  distance  in  the  past  —  a  distance  created  in  part  by  the  class 
biases  this  supplement  is  designed  to  address.  We  hope  that  these  new  contributors  will  stick 
around  so  that  we  can  build  a  better,  more  class-sensitive  paper,  and  in  turn,  help  create  a 
lesbian/gay  movement  that  fights  for  economic  justice. 

With  the  help  of  a  multi-racial  advisory  committee  and  generous  grants  from  the  Astraea 
Foundation,  the  Boston  Women’s  Fund,  the  Hay  market  People’s  Fund,  Resist  and  GCN 
Sustainers,  we  have  pulled  together  more  than  40  lesbians,  gay  men  and  bisexuals  of  various 
communities,  colors,  ages  and  abilities.  They  share  the  details  and  daily  textures  of  their 
lives  and  the  insights  those  life  experiences  can  contribute  to  gay  and  lesbian  movements.  In 
this  premier  issue,  we  feature  a  roundtable  of  Asian  activists,  who  talk  about  their 
backgrounds  and  the  relationship  between  immigration  and  class;  an  interview  with  a  white 
gay  man  who  left  a  career  in  the  computer  industry  to  join  forces  with  organized  labor  and 
health  care  workers  in  the  fight  against  AIDS;  and  a  Lebanese  lesbian ’s  account  of  how  class 
oppression  took  away  her  A  unt  Rose ’s  dreams.  The  Community  Voices  section  of  the  paper 
also  contains  two  letters  we  received  in  response  to  our  call  for  articles  on  class;  one  from 
Black  poet  A  udre  Lorde,  who  writes  from  her  home  in  St.  Croix  —  post-Hurricane  Hugo  — 
and  one  from  Jeanne  Martin,  who  lives  in  the  Boston  area  and  writes  about  coming  out  in 
the  Army  and  the  difficulties  of  her  life  today. 

Included  in  the  next  two  successive  issues  will  be  a  roundtable  of  five  working-class  les¬ 
bians  —  two  Latina,  one  Black  and  two  white  —  discussing  what  class  means  to  them;  an  ex¬ 
cerpt  from  a  play  about  a  relationship  between  two  Black  gay  men  who  come  from  different 
class  backgrounds;  and  “gay  angles” on  such  class-laden  topics  as gentrification,  cross-class 
and  cross-cultural  relationships,  inherited  wealth,  union  activism,  fiction  writing,  upward 
mobility,  HIV  antibody  testing  of  immigrants,  disability  and  age.  We  welcome  all  responses 
to  this  special  series. 

—  Pam  Mitchell  and  Stephanie  Poggi 
Class  Supplement  Editors:  Stephanie  Poggi  and  Pam  Mitchell 

Advisory  Committee:  Karen  Chaney,  David  Johnson,  Mary  Ann  Kopydlowksi,  Jack  Lo,  Pam 
Mitchell,  Vanessa  Nemeth,  Ana  Ortiz 

Special  thanks  to  Jennie  McKnight  for  help  soliciting  articles,  doing  interviews  and 
transcribing  tapes,  to  Mary  Ann  Kopydlowksi  for  help  soliciting  articles,  to  Laurie  Sherman 
for  help  with  grants  and  planning  in  the  early  stages,  and  to  Margaret  Wallace  for  help  typ¬ 
ing. 


Our  appreciation  also  to  Mike  Riegle  for  his  work  coordinating  the  Prisoner  Pen  Pals, 
prisoner  letters  and  “Freedom’s  Just”  sections  of  GCN.  The  Prisoner  Project  has  been  a 
place  all  these  years  where  the  voices  of  a  particularly  unrepresented  group  of  poor  and 
working  class  gay  men  and  lesbians  could  always  be  heard. 


Asian  cultures,  sexuality 
and  class:  sorting  it  all 
out 


Jack  Lo,  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan  and  Jacquelyn  Ching 
Black  talk  about  growing  up,  immigration,  and  “sticky 
rice ” 


On  January  6,  Jack  Lo,  Jacquelyn 
Ching  Black,  and  I  got  together  to 
talk  about  class  issues  for  this  supple 
ment.  We  are  alt  members  of  AMALGM 
(Alliance  of  Massachusetts  Asian  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men)  and  our  discussion  raised  a 
number  of  issues  that  are  particular  to  our 
experience  as  Asians  and  Asian  Americans. 
For  example,  among  the  gay  men  we  know, 
many  are  immigrants  to  this  country. 
Among  the  women,  most  are  U.S.-born. 
Our  integration  into  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  is  determined  partly  by  that 
status. 

The  myth  that  Asian  people  are  a  model 
minority  in  the  United  States  had  little  ex¬ 
plicit  bearing  on  our  discussion,  possibly  be¬ 
cause  we  focused  on  how  we  experience  class 
issues,  not  on  how  our  society-at-large  views 
us.  But  the  fact  remains  that  while  some 
people  in  AMALGM  enjoy  the  privileges 
that  are  reserved  for  the  wealthy,  educated 
elites,  not  everyone  does.  Included  among 
us,  we  find  university  professors,  a 
psychologist,  a  graduate  student,  a  carpen¬ 
ter,  restaurant  workers,  an  electronic  assem¬ 
bler,  a  subway  driver,  and  office  workers.  In 
some  future  issue  of  Gay  Community  News 
we  hope  all  of  these  perspectives  on  class  will 
be  aired  as  well. 

—  Karen  Aguilar-San  Juan 
Karin:  Let’s  talk  about  class  backgrounds. 


jack:  I  came  from  the  working  class  in  Hong 
Kong.  My  family  has  always  been  very  poor. 
My  father  had  to  go  out  of  the  country  so 
that  he  could  find  work.  So  when  I  came 
here  I  went  to  college  and  got  a  job  as  a 
white  collar.  I  kind  of  moved  out  of  the 
working  class.  I  became  part  of  the  intellec¬ 
tuals. 

My  mother  is  still  in  the  working  class 
because  she  works  in  the  factory  as  an  elec¬ 
tronics  assembler  and  lives  a  very  simple  life. 
But  Pm  still  wondering,  how  do  vie  define 
this  term  class? 

Karin:  Class  is  complicated.  We  could  just 
be  talking  about  money,  and  nobody  wants 
to  be  poor.  I  would  think  within  the  gay 
community  that’s  mainly  white,  class  has  a 
different  meaning  than  when  we  talk  about 
it  as  Asians,  because  we  have  immigrant 
issues  to  think  about.  Class  is  also  about 
cultural  background.  When  I  think  about 
class,  I  think  about  cultural  and  educational 
resources.  You’re  saying  a  lot  of  us  can 
move  out  of  the  class  we  are  in  and  move  up 
through  our  intellectual  achievement,  which 
is  particularly  true  for  Asians. 

Jack:  Except  women  who  are  in  the  working 
class  are  much  more  behind  the  scenes. 
Look  at  Boston’s  Chinatown,  those  women 
factory  workers.  You  never  hear  about  them 
except  when  something  happens,  like  when 


L-R:  Jacquelyn  Ching  Black,  Jack  Lo  and  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan  in  Boston's  Chinatown 


a  lot  of  the  garment  factories  got  shut  down,  and 
the  community  started  organizing.  Then  the 
women  became  more  visible. 

Karin:  They  became  more  visible  as  women 
—  but  what  about  as  lesbians?  Are  there  les¬ 
bian  garment  workers? 

Jack:  I’m  sure  there  gotta  be  one  or  two! 

Karin:  Do  you  think  class  affects  you  as  a 
lesbian,  Jacquelyn? 

Jacquelyn:  I  think  I  see  a  difference  between 
myself  and  lesbians  I  know  that  are  in  grad¬ 
uate  school  or  college.  I  never  finished  col¬ 
lege,  I  didn’t  have  the  opportunity  to  pursue 
academia,  and  I  chose  to  work  instead.  I  see 
college  as  a  really  nice  luxury  that  they  have 
that  I  would  have  liked.  I  feel  like  they’re 
privileged  people. 

Karin:  Did  that  have  to  do  with  your  being 
Asian?  Or  because  you  are  gay? 

Jacquelyn:  Oh,  no.  It  just  has  to  do  with  my 
particular  family  circumstances,  and  how  I 
grew  up.  I  was  very  poor  in  ways.  It  was  an 
environment  I  wasn’t  comfortable  in  and 
wanted  to  get  out  of.  My  father  was  a  blue 
collar  worker.  He  worked  as  a  handyman 
and  my  mother  was  a  housewife  for  a  long 
time.  Then  my  father  sort  of  retired,  so  my 
mother  started  working  as  a  clerk  at  the 
county  courthouse  in  Tampa,  Fla. 

Jack:  How  did  that  affect  you,  being  born 
here  and  your  family  being  basically  work¬ 
ing-class?  Did  you  feel  bad? 

Jacquelyn:  I  definitely  didn’t  want  to  live  the 
same  way  my  parents  did  and  [the  way]  my 
mother  still  lives,  because  I  didn’t  like  it. 
They  lived  in  a  trailer.  I  grew  up  in  a  mobile 
home.  I  didn’t  like  it,  and  all  my  friends  had 
really  nice  houses.  It  has  to  do  with  wanting 
more,  wanting  to  have  a  house,  to  own  land, 
something  my  father  never  wanted  to  do. 

None  of  this  has  much  to  do  with  being 
Asian.  My  mother  really  wanted  me  to  go  to 
college  and  everything.  She  had  that  ethic 
passed  down  to  her  from  my  grandfather.  I 
wasn’t  in  a  really  stringent  Asian  environ¬ 
ment. 

jack:  That  situation  may  be  different  for 
refugees.  They  don’t  have  a  family  to  de¬ 
mand  that  kind  of  achievement,  to  tell  them 
“Go  to  college.”  They  have  no  choice,  they 
have  to  survive.  And  the  issue  is  more  com¬ 
plicated  if  they  are  gay  because  they  go  to 
work  and  they  can’t  be  out.  Maybe  in  the 
working-class,  there  are  expressions  of 
homophobia  that  can  be  more  visible  than 
expressions  of  homophobia  in  the  middle- 
class.  I  think  gay  Asian  refugees  may  have  to 
suffer  that  a  lot  more. 

Karin:  At  AMALGM’s  “CelebrASIAN”  open 
house  last  June,  we  talked  about  how  many 
of  the  men  in  AMALGM  are  immigrants 
from  Asian  countries,  whereas  a  lot  of  the 
women  are  U.S.-born.  We  were  talking 
about  why  that  might  be  true  and  how  that 
affects  our  socializing,  for  one  thing.  We 
really  cross  a  lot  of  borders  that  way,  not 
just  the  gender  border,  but  the  national  and 
class  borders,  too. 

jack:  I  think  class  affects  some  of  the  gay 
men’s  social  life.  From  what  I  see,  a  lot  of 
those  who  are  immigrants  really  need  to  get 
attention  from  white  people.  Rich  or  not, 
just  white  people  in  general.  Asian  gay  men  I 
used  to  see  at  Haymarket  [a  racially  mixed. 


working-class  gay  bar  in  Boston,  recently 
closed]  really  act  like  the  stereotyped  image 
that  we  want  to  get  rid  of.  They  sit  on  the 
laps  of  white  men.  But  I  was  thinking  about 
why  they  do  it  and  I  began  to  realize  that  this 
is  a  matter  of  survival.  They  came  from  a 
poor  country  and  now  they  have  nothing 
and  they  have  to  get  some  kind  of  security. 
It’s  not  going  to  be  so  easy  to  get  it  from 
their  Asian  peer  group.  So  when  they  go  to 
the  gay  bar,  they  try  to  find  that  kind  of 
security  from  the  attention  of  white  men. 

In  the  beginning  I  was  kind  of  conde¬ 
scending  about  it  because  I’d  been  trying  to 
fight  that  [Asian  playboy]  image.  It  was 
quite  painful  to  watch.  Then  after  a  while,  I 
said,  “Hey,  they  have  to  live.”  They’re  get¬ 
ting  what  they  want.  Unless  we  improve 
society  in  general,  these  things  are  not  going 
to  go  away. 

Jacquelyn:  A  lot  of  men  in  AMALGM  feel 
the  group’s  becoming  too  intellectual; 
they’d  like  it  to  be  looser,  more  fun,  party- 
oriented. 

Jack:  Maybe  not  party-oriented,  but  so  they 
feel  they  fit  into  the  environment. 

Jacquelyn:  People  feel  intimidated.  It  was 
eye-opening  to  me  to  hear  that.  To  me  it’s  a 
network  of  really  diverse  people,  some  poli¬ 
tics  and  just  plain  social  fun  sometimes. 

jack:  1  don’t  think  AMALGM  can  be  only  a 
social  group.  But  it’s  a  group  that  fulfills 
different  needs. 

Karin:  Maybe  that’s  why  we  have  to  have  a 
diversity  of  activities.  It  might  not  be  class, 
it  might  be  personal  taste,  some  of  us  are  in¬ 
to  partying  and  other  people  want  to  discuss 
things. 

Jack:  Three  years  ago  AMALGM  had  an 
event  and  all  the  Vietnamese  people  came. 
After  a  while  they  faded  away.  I  think  our 
activities  don’t  meet  their  need. 

Karin:  What  is  their  need?  Did  they  talk 
about  that? 

Jack:  The  lifestyle  of  gay  Asian  men  has 
changed  a  lot  over  the  last  two  years.  When 
the  Vietnamese  gay  men  came  to  our  event 
three  years  ago,  everyone  was  so  concerned 
about  whether  your  party  had  any  white 
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Broken  Feet 


My  Aunt  Rose  didn't  dream  much 


By  Joanna  Kadi 

o  one  ever  heard  Aunt  Rose’s  dreams 
about  life  or  hopes  for  the  future. 
Did  she  want  to  finish  high  school, 
perhaps  earn  a  university  degree?  Did  she 
want  to  travel?  To  build  things,  write  down 
ideas,  study  her  beloved  music?  I  don’t 
know  and  neither  does  anyone  else,  but 
there  is  a  good  chance  she  didn’t  dream 
much  at  all.  Class  defines  dreams  as  surely 
as  it  defines  the  part  of  town  you  live  in.  The 
stunting  and  killing  of  desires  and  dreams 
happen  at  a  young  age;  it  is  a  necessary  con¬ 
dition  for  working-class  exploitation.  I 
haven’t  figured  out  how  our  oppressors  do 
it,  but  it  works.  Aunt  Rose  didn’t  dream 
much  because  of  this  and  because  there  was 
no  point. 

The  future  didn’t  hold  a  lot  for  Aunt 
Rose.  She  left  high  school  before  graduation 
because  her  father  died  and  as  the  oldest 
child  of  five  she  had  to  help  her  mother  pro¬ 
vide  food  and  rent  money.  After  many  jobs, 
she  worked  her  way  up  to  a  secure  position 
as  secretary  at  the  Canadian  post  office,  an 
institution  known  for  management  mis¬ 
treatment  of  labor.  In  the  manager’s  office, 
Aunt  Rose  was  somewhat  removed  from  the 
workers  but  never  forgot  where  she  came 
from  or  where  her  loyalties  lay.  Through 
every  strike  (and  there  were  many)  she  was 
adamant  in  her  support  of  the  union  and  her 
condemnation  of  management.  “Those 
people,”  she  would  say  emphatically,  “they 
don’t  care  one  bit  about  the  rest  of  us.” 

She  had  her  class  analysis  down  pat,  as  we 
all  did.  1  am  still  surprised  today,  when 
someone  involved  in  a  movement  for  social 
change  suddenly  discovers  the  systematic 
evils  of  capitalism,  something  I  knew  before 
I  could  talk.  Aunt  Rose  understood  the  poli¬ 
tics  of  the  post  office.  She  understood  the 
politics  of  the  General  Motors  factory  where 
my  father  and  unde  worked  and  often  con¬ 
demned  the  corrupt  people  in  power  there.  • 
Her  class  analysis  was  such  that  when  I  told 
her  of  my  arrest  for  trespass  at  a  plant 
manufacturing  guidance  systems  for  the 
Cruise  missile,  she  snorted  and  said  sar¬ 
castically,  “They’re  arresting  youl”  She 
knew  who  the  real  criminals  were. 

Aunt  Rose  was  a  tiny  woman  who  wore 
unbelievably  high-heeled  shoes  all  her  life.  I 
see  those  heels  as  a  metaphor  for  her  hope 
that  she  might  be  noticed  in  spite  of  the  three 
strikes  against  her  (race,  sex,  class)  that 
made  her  invisible  to  so  many  people.  When 
we  would  sit  and  talk  at  her  house,  she  al¬ 
ways  had  her  shoes  off.  Her  feet  were  gro¬ 
tesque,  mangled  parodies  of  feet.  The 
Broken  Feet,  1  mentally  titled  them.  If  the 
heels  were  a  metaphor  for  attempted  visibili¬ 
ty,  The  Broken  Feet  were  a  metaphor  for 
what  life-long  oppression  did  to  her. 

It  was  near  the  end  of  Aunt  Rose’s  life 
that  1  realized  she  was  an  alcoholic.  For 
decades  she  had  been  swallowing  alcohol, 
often  openly,  often  when  no  one  was 
around.  The  working-class  bars  are  mostly 
for  the  men,  the  women  do  it  at  home,  but 
the  result  is  the  same.  The  oppressor  gains. 
It  is,  1  think,  no  accident  that  all  oppressed 
groups  abuse  one  substance  or  another  and 
that  our  oppressors  do  whatever  is  necessary 
to  keep  us  supplied.  Drugs  work  to  keep  the 
oppressors  in  power  because  drugged-out 
victims  are  easy  to  control  and  do  not  revolt; 
they  also  help  keep  us  silent.  Alcohol  was 
one  of  the  things  that  kept  Aunt  Rose  silent. 
Swallow  some  alcohol,  swallow  some 
words.  Swallow  some  alcohol,  swallow 


some  stories.  Swallow  some  alcohol, 
swallow  some  history.  Take  the  words,  the 
stories,  the  history,  to  your  grave;  we  have 
no  use  for  them.  And  Aunt  Rose  did. 

By  the  time  1  realized  this  she  was  dying  of 
cancer.  By  the  time  1  came  out  to  her  she  was 
in  a  coma  from  which  she  never  recovered. 
She  was  a  sack  of  bones,  the  size  of  a  child. 
She  was  the  second  matriarch  of  our  family 
to  die  in  this  way,  my  grandmother  having 
died  years  before.  After  that,  Aunt  Rose 
had  named  herself  matriarch  and  was  indeed 
one  of  the  key  purveyors  of  our  Lebanese 
culture  and  heritage. 

No  one  ever  heard  Aunt  Rose’s  story  ex¬ 
cept  those  of  us  in  her  family  (and  even  we 
don’t  know  the  whole  story).  Why?  No  one 
wanted  to.  No  one  assumed  she  had  any¬ 
thing  to  say.  No  one  cared.  One  reason  no 
one  cared  was  because  she  was  working- 
class.  That  is  one  of  the  big  things  about  be¬ 
ing  working-class  in  a  classist  society.  No 
one  cares  about  your  broken  feet,  your  sec¬ 
ret-  drinking,  your  illiterate  relatives,  your 
class  analysis,  your  stunted  dreams,  your 
sense  of  humor.  No  one  cares  how  or  when 
you  die,  as  long  as  you  have  produced 
enough  children  to  take  your  place  on  the 
line. 

Like  many  of  us,  I  thought  1  had  come 
home  (see  Sarah  Hoagland’s  story  in  The 
Coming  Out  Stories)  when  I  came  out  as  a 
radical  lesbian  feminist.  I  thought  I  had 
reached  nirvana.  Wrong.  Racism,  classism, 
groups  working  to  legalize  child  sexual 
abuse  (or  intergenerational  sex,  as  it  is 
euphemistically  called),  and  a  preponder¬ 
ance  of  privileged  white  men  in  leadership 
positions  were  some  of  the  things  I 
discovered  in  gay  and  lesbian  communities. 

Classism  operates  in  a  variety  of  ways  in 
gay  and  lesbian  communities,  as  it  does  in 
other  segments  of  society.  There  is  denial 
that  class  differences  exist  among  us  and  a 
refusal  to  take  seriously  what  this  means. 
There  is  silence  of  working-class  gays  and 
lesbians;  sometimes  this  happens  by  inform¬ 
ing  those  of  us  who  are  working-class  that 
we  aren’t  REALLY  working-class  because 
we’re  in  graduate  school,  or  we’re  writers, 
or  we  own  a  house,  or  whatever;  sometimes 
this  is  done  by  massive  outpourings  of  guilt 
by  middle-  and  upper-class  people  who,  by 
doing  so,  manage  to  continue  to  dominate 
the  conversation.  There  is  the  assumption 
that  the  only  issue  around  class  is  money, 
and  if  your  group  or  service  is  one  of  the 
very  few  in  the  gay  community  which  has  a 
sliding  scale,  then  you’re  exempt  from  the 
discussion. 

Well,  class  differences  exist  in  our  com-, 
munity  and  we  need  to  take  the  issue  seri¬ 
ously.  It  seems  to  me  the  way  to  start  dealing 
with  classism  is  by  listening  to  and  honoring 
stories  about  working-class  lesbians  and 
gays  and  our  family  members.  Not  only 
because  all  oppressions  are  connected  and 
we  cannot  focus  on  heterosexism  while  ig¬ 
noring  classism.  Not  only  because  it  is  one 
of  the  ways  those  of  us  who  have  experi¬ 
enced  class  oppression  can  heal.  But  because 
these  stories  are  necessary  for  our  survival. 
Aunt  Rose’s  feet  were  broken,  her  dreams 
were  killed  before  they  could  take  shape.  If 
we  don’t  honor  her  memory  and  figure  out 
how  it  happened  to  her,  it  will  keep  happen¬ 
ing  to  us.  □ 

Joanna  Kadi  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Palestine  Solidarity  Committee  in  Boston. 
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Aimee  Sands 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  021 30  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-5  J  i  0-9,  Sun  12-9 


AFFORDABLE  TYPESETTING 


WIW  is  not  a  myth! 

C  1*1^.  e  »  7 


Let  GCN  supply  your  typesetting  needs  . . .  you’ll  be 
supporting  a  good  cause,  and  saving  money  at  the 
same  time.  For  information  call  our  offices  at 
(617)426-4469,  or  call  Wayne  at  (617)353-1925. 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


S&G 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


► 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE  (OPEN 
YR  RND) 


4 


BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 


war 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
W  CENTER 


OF  PORTSMOUTH 


158  Bradford  St. 
Provincelown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
•332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/T  AXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

BICYCLES 
FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway. 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 
DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR  S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 

Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629(10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)  354-1706 

HOUSECLEANING  AT 

ANYTIME 

Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 

(617)  567-6736 

Residential  or 

Commercial 

Windows  included! 

COUNSELING 
ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison, 

L.I.C.S.W 
(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 


1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186’/!  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HI V/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH 
ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted 
Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  V4  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylslon  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed. -Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 


232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 
HOUSEKEEPING 
CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monlhly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2  AM,  (215) 
634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  SI. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washinglon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY  LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specially. 

(617)  491-5567 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston,  MA 

(617)  367-0414 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

illnesses. 

Delivery/references-  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

BETH  WALSH,  C.M.T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 

(617)  623-7258. 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)  661-6089 
for  Estimate 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio,  Warwick, 

Rl 

$39  Special:  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G&L’s 
Preferred 

Call  Pat.  (401)  461-3240 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1  si 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  slop 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TDD  9529 
M-F  10-7,  Sa.  10-10, 

Su.  12-6 

REMODELING 

GARRISON 

CONSTRUCTION 

Roofing-siding-gutters- 

decks-porches 

Replacement  doors  & 

windows 

Interior  &  exterior 
painting 

Fully  licensed  &  insured 
For  free. estimate  call 
Tom 

(617)  545-0078 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING' 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 

(617)  353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoralion 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497  7200 
Th.  4  PM-2  AM.  F  4  PM-2 
AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


Matt  Stern  doing  an  AIDS  training  for  SEIU  staff 

The  common  ground  of 
labor  and  AIDS  activism 

An  interview  with  Matt  Stern,  AIDS  educator  for  the 
Service  Employees  International  Union 


By  Pam  Mitchell 

Matthew  Stern  began  working  for  the  new 
AIDS  project  of  the  Service  Employees  In¬ 
ternational  Union  in  Fall  of  1989.  Funded 
by  an  $800, 000  grant  from  the  Robert  Wood 
Johnson  Foundation  and  an  additional 
$70,000  from  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol,  the  SEIU  AIDS  project  aims  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  health  and  safety  of  its  workers,  to 
provide  them  with  accurate  information 
about  AIDS,  and  to  fight  all  forms  of  dis¬ 
crimination  that  might  be  fueled  by  fear  and 
ignorance  of  AIDS.  SEIU  is  the  largest 
union  in  Massachusetts,  with  a  national 
membership  of  close  to  a  million.  Over 
400,000  of  these  workers  are  “first-line” 
health  care  responders  or  other  service 
workers  who  have  the  potential  risk  of  occu¬ 
pational  transmission  of  blood-borne  dis¬ 
eases,  including  AIDS. 

Meeting  over  sandwiches  in  the  Union’s 
regional  office  in  Boston,  Matt  and  I  dis¬ 
cussed  the  common  ground  of  organized 
labor  and  gay  activism  in  the  fight  against 
AIDS.  A  gay  man  who  is  a  relative  new¬ 
comer  to  labor  politics.  Matt  says  his  deci¬ 
sion  to  leave  a  lucrative  career  in  computers 
in  order  to  do  AIDS  workplace  education 
has  opened  his  eyes  to  the  issues  of  workers 
on  the  job.  He  expressed  the  hope  that 
through  his  work  in  the  SEIU  AIDS  project 
he  can  help  to  strengthen  both  the  tabor  and 
gay  movements  while  at  the  same  time  serv¬ 
ing  the  more  immediate  needs  of  the  Union 
membership. 

Pam:  What  rote  do  you  see  for  tabor  unions 
in  the  fight  against  AIDS? 

Matt:  I  don’t  have  a  long  union  background, 
and  1  don’t  come  out  of  a  very  adversarial 
relationship  with  the  Boss.  However,  I  do 
see  that  confrontation  is  necessary  with  a  lot 
of  bosses,  because  there  is  no  other  way  to 
get  what  you  need.  I  keep  hearing  the  way 
workers’  lives  are  taken  for  granted.  The 
employer  puts  a  dollar  amount  on  health 
and  safety.  No  worker  should  have  to  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  an  unreasonable  risk  in  the  course 
of  doing  their  job.  It’s  absolutely  staggering 
to  me  that  this  stuff  happens. 

From  what  I  can  see,  the  union  movement 
has  promoted  the  idea  to  not  trust  what  your 
superior  tells  you,  not  to  trust  the  “experts.” 
In  the  case  of  AIDS  education  this  troubles 
me  a  bit.  Skepticism  is  important  98  percent 
of  the  time  —  actually  all  of  the  time  —  but 
at  some  point  you  need  to  let  some  informa¬ 
tion  in  and  evaluate  it.  One  piece  of  the 
SEIU  AIDS  program  is  to  help  workers  sort 
out  when  they  are  legitimately  at  risk  and 
when  they  are  overreacting,  so  we  can  reach 
a  calm  level  where  they  can  provide  good 
care  to  everybody  because  they  know 
they’re  protected  from  any  reasonable  pos¬ 
sibility  of  transmission. 


Workers  are  more  inclined  to  trust  that  in¬ 
formation  when  it’s  coming  from  their 
union,  obviously,  than  when  it’s  coming 
from  management. 

I  believe  we’re  the  only  labor  union  with  a 
program  of  this  nature,  as  broad  in  its  out¬ 
look  and  as  visible.  (AFSCME  also  has 
some  kind  of  AIDS  education  going  on, 
though  I  don’t  believe  it’s  as  extensive  as 
what  we’re  doing.) 

Why  do  you  think  SEIU  has  taken  this  up 
when  other  unions  have  failed  to? 

Probably  for  two  reasons.  One  is  that  SEIU 
has  a  more  progressive  tradition  than  most 
of  the  other  labor  unions,  and  we  see  health 
and  safety  as  very  pressing.  Typically  the 
labor  movement  is  much  more  concerned 
with  bread  and  butter  than  with  health  and 
safety.  But  now  there’s  not  only  a  growing 
awareness  that  fighting  for  health  and  safety 
issues  is  morally  right,  but  also  that  it  may 
be  a  practical  organizing  tool,  a  way  of  pull¬ 
ing  people  in  to  rebuild  the  movement.  The 
public  may  say,  “Oh,  the  union  guys  are 
overpaid.  Those  construction  workers  are 
making  $20  an  hour  and  I  work  at  Stop  and 
Shop  and  only  make  $6,  why  should  I  sup¬ 
port  their  strike?”  But  I  don’t  think  any¬ 
body  can  say,  “Well,  it’s  okay  that  a  hun¬ 
dred  people  died  in  this  factory  last  year.” 
It’s  not  okay. 

The  second  reason  is  that  with  so  many 
health  care  workers  in  our  union,  infectious 
diseases  are  a  real  concern.  Occupational 
transmission  is  our  priority  right  now, 
although  one  of  our  main  points  of  educa¬ 
tion  is  to  let  our  health  workers  know  that 
their  major  risfc  on  the  job  isn’t  HIV;  it’s 
hepatitis  B.  We  only  have  a  couple  dozen 
cases  world-wide  of  HIV  infection  reported 
among  health  care  workers  where  there  were 
no  possible  routes  of  infection  other  than  on 
the  job,  while  every  year  in  the  U.S.  there 
are  12,000  to  18,000  cases  of  hepatitis  B 
among  health  care  workers.  Three  hundred 
health  care  workers  every  year  die  from 
hepatitis  B  infection. 

We’re  talking  about  letting  people  know 
that  the  risk  comes  from  very  clear  routes  of 
transmission  and  how  they  can  take  care  of 
themselves  by  using  gloves,  by  following 
universal  precautions.  However,  workers 
often  don’t  have  the  chance  to  take  care  of 
themselves  because  management  is  not  sup¬ 
plying  gloves,  doesn’t  have  a  good  infection 
control  program,  doesn’t  do  the  hepatitis  B 
vaccine,  doesn’t  have  safe  needle  boxes  in 
the  room  so  that  you  have  to  recap  the  nee¬ 
dle  and  then  you  can  puncture  your  skin  and 
inject  blood  into  you.  We  need  to  calm  peo¬ 
ple  about  the  risks  that  don’t  exist  but  raise 
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Matt  Stern 

Continued  from  page  9 
awareness  of  the  risks  that  do. 

It’s  easy  for  a  hospital  manager  to  say,  “Oh, 
we  follow  universal  precautions.  We  give 
our  workers  gloves.”  And  then  you  start 
looking  underneath.  You  find  the  gloves 
locked  away  in  the  third  floor  supply  closet 
when  wards  are  on  the  first  floor.  People 
don’t  have  time  to  run  up  and  down  to  get  a 
new  pair  of  gloves  after  every  patient.  With 
the  shortage  of  health  care  workers,  all  of 
our  workers  are  so  overworked  that  time  is 
critical.  We  have  to  remind  them  that  they 
really  have  to  take  the  time  to  change  their 
gloves  and  follow  precautions.  But  they 
come  back  to  us  and  say,  “How  can  we  get 
our  jobs  done?”  We  have  to  press  manage¬ 
ment,  to  say,  “Look,  you’re  running  a  shop 
that  really  can’t  be  safe  for  the  workers.” 

OSHA  (Ocupational  Safety  and  Health 
Administration)  is  in  a  rule-making  process 
to  set  a  standard  across  the  country  requir¬ 
ing  health  care  facilities  to  follow  universal 
precautions,  to  make  sure  that  they  deal 
with  blood  and  potentially  infectious  waste 
materials.  SEIU  originally  petitioned 
OSHA  in  ’86  to  establish  this.  Here  it  is  1990 
—  maybe  we’ll  have  it  this  coming  year. 

Hearing  about  the  intimidation  faced  by 
workers  coming  to  testify  at  the  OSHA 
hearings  was  an  absolute  eye  opener  for  me. 
Management  tried  to  intimidate  people  into 
believing  that  their  facility  would  go  bank¬ 
rupt  if  the  new  OSHA  regulation  got  passed 
and  they  would  therefore  lose  their  jobs,  so 
they  shouldn’t  go  to  the  hearing.  That  was 
the  worst  example  I  heard  —  of  actual  in¬ 
timidation  on  the  free  speech  issue  —  but  I 
heard  countless  others. 

At  the  OSHA  hearings  in  New  York  in 
November  we  had  a  panel  of  workers  testify 
from  their  own  personal  experiences.  We 
had  heard  that  somebody  at  OSHA  thought 
ACT  UP/New  York  might  protest  the  hear¬ 
ings.  We  realized  that  OSHA  might  be 
afraid  they  were  going  to  offend  some  peo¬ 
ple  by  requiring  workers  to  wear  gloves.  So, 
we  reached  out  to  ACT  UP  and  told  them, 
“We’re  here  representing  the  workers,  but 
this  is  in  your  interests,  too,  because  if  the 
workers  start  feeling  safer,  the  quality  of 
care  for  everybody  is  going  to  go  up,  and 
that  includes  people  with  AIDS.”  Gloves 
have  become  a  symbol  for  gay  people  and 
people  with  AIDS  of  our  rejection  by  society 
in  the  ’80s.  You  see  the  cops  wearing  gloves, 
and  the  message  is  powerful.  Yet  ACT  UP 
was  able  to  see  that  we’re  talking  about  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  real  need  here  and  we’re  talking 
about  it  being  applied  in  a  non-discrimina- 
tory  way.  I  found  it  very  heartening  that 
ACT  UP  presented  a  statement  to  OSHA  at 
the  hearings  in  support  of  the  standard. 

1  wear  the  ACT  UP  button  on  my  jacket, 
the  one  with  a  little  pink  triangle  that  says 
“Silence  =  Death.”  The  worker  health 
and  safety  issue  is  identical,  because  of  the 
silence,  the  inaction.  100,000  people  die 
every  year  on  the  job  from  workplace  injury 
and  workplace  illness.  Yet,  do  you  know 
how  much  time  medical  students  are  re¬ 
quired  to  spend  studying  occupational 
health? 

Any? 

Four  hours!  A  half  a  day  of  class.  It’s 
another  example  in  which  the  patient  has  to 
train  the  doctor.  We  tell  people,  “When  you 
go  to  your  doctor,  say,  T  think  this  has 
something  to  do  with  my  job,  Doctor.  I 
don’t  know  what,  but  you  need  to  ask  me 
about  my  work.’  ”  It’s  what  people  with 
AIDS  have  had  to  do,  too:  “I’ve  heard 
about  this  new  treatment.  What  do  you 
think?”  There  are  only  about  30  occupa¬ 
tional  health  clinics  in  this  country;  it’s 
clearly  not  taken  seriously,  just  like  AIDS 
hasn’t  been  taken  seriously. 

You  mentioned  the  symbolic  power  of 
gloves.  There’s  been  so  much  anger  in  the 
gay  movement  at  police  officers  for  wearing 
gloves  at  demonstrations.  Of  course  there  is 
good  reason  for  that  anger.  But  an  issue  that 
came  up  when  we  first  talked  about  doing 
this  class  supplement  was  our  relationship 
with  the  police,  the  class  biases  that  go  into 
that.  Talk  more  about  gloves  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  worker  wearing  them. 

When  I  first  interviewed  for  this  job,  1 
thought  to  myself,  “I’m  going  to  go  out 
there  and  recommend  that  people  wear 
gloves?  How  can  I  do  that?”  Well,  it’s  a  real 
challenge.  When  1  talk  about  workers  wear¬ 
ing  gloves  or  corrections  officers  wearing 
gloves,  1  do  not  by  any  means  want  to  con¬ 
done  police  wearing  gloves  at  demonstra¬ 


tions.  It’s  completely  out  of  line  and  it 
comes  out  of  irrational  fear.  But  there’s  a 
basis  for  where  that  fear  comes  from.  Cor¬ 
rections  officers  and  police  officers  are  real¬ 
ly  concerned  about  their  health  and  safety, 
and  they’ve  seen  it  compromised  so  many 
times  in  the  past  that  they  don’t  want  to  take 
risks.  They  believe  that  management  i? 
always  trying  to  pull  the  wool  over  their 
eyes. 

In  addition  to  the  pressure  around  safety 
and  health  within  SEIU,  was  there  any  kind 
of  gay  presence  within  the  Union  that  might 
have  paved  the  way  for  the  AIDS  project? 

The  three  regional  coordinators  are  gay,  and 
the  other  people  on  the  project  are  very 
supportive  of  gay  issues.  SEIU  went  on  rec¬ 
ord  against  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation  in  the  early  ’80s,  and  in 
some  way  that  was  in  response  to  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  But  in  terms  of  the  individual  con¬ 
tracts  of  the  925,000  workers  out  there,  I’m 
sure  there  aren’t  many  that  actually  protect 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

But  at  the  same  time,  I  think  there’s  an 
awareness  that  our  members  should  be 
treated  equally  and  that  diversity  makes  the 
union  movement  strong.  There’s  been  so 
much  needless  discrimination  against  people 
with  AIDS,  that  I  want  to  make  sure 
whatever  1  do  passes  two  tests:  that  it  pro¬ 
tects  the  worker  and  that  it  provides  as  good 
a  level  of  care  to  a  person  with  AIDS  as 
possible.  SEIU  has  a  very  strong  position 
that  no  worker  should  be  discriminated 
against  because  he  or  she  has  AIDS.  Let  me 
add  that  where  we  are  on  this  issue  is  not 
necessarily  where  our  membership  is.  The 
union  movement  has  major  gulfs  between 
staff  and  activists  on  the  one  hand,  and 
membership  on  the  other.  We  represent  the 
membership,  but  we  need  to  try  to  bridge 
the  gaps,  to  help  them  see  where  we’re  com¬ 
ing  from. 

To  get  back  to  the  Union  position,  we  don’t 
want  to  see  anybody  with  AIDS  denied  work 
or  benefits,  isolated  or  given  altered  work 
assignments  that  don’t  reflect  medical  ne¬ 
cessity.  And  we  know  that  the  risk  of  trans¬ 
mission  in  the  workplace  through  day-to- 
day  contact  with  fellow  employees  is  zero. 

This  is  a  real  dear  case  of  where  having  a 
union  can  make  a  major  difference. 

Right.  Here’s  the  issue  for  gay  people:  if  you 
want  to  be  protected,  you  need  an  organized 
way  to  do  that,  you  need  a  union  that’s  will¬ 
ing  to  put  your  issue  out  there.  And  this  one 

is. 

You  go  out  to  workplaces  a  lot,  right?  When 
you ’ve  been  out  doing  education  work,  have 
you  encountered  homophobia? 

It’s  my  gut  feeling  that  in  every  group  1  walk 
into,  a  lot  of  people  figure  that  I’m  gay,  but 
no  one  has  said  anything  to  my  face.  Actual¬ 
ly,  the  only  instance  of  discrimination  I’ve 
heard  was  an  anti-Semitic  slur.  I  won’t  say 
homophobia  isn’t  out  there.  I’m  going  to 
face  it,  implicitly  or  explicitly,  every  time  I 
train.  And  I’m  working  out  how  to  deal  with 

it.  On  the  one  hand,  I  think  it’s  terribly  im¬ 
portant  to  be  “out.”  Yet  my  job  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  case  is  to  educate  people  about 
AIDS.  If  being  very  outspoken  about  being 
gay  is  going  to  make  it  harder  for  people  to 
hear  me,  I’m  willing  to  tone  that  down. 
They’re  not  going  to  listen  if  they’re  think¬ 
ing,  “Oh  my  god,  I’ve  never  seen  a  gay  per¬ 
son”  or  “What  if  1  can  get  AIDS  from 
him?”  I  will  never  lie  about  it,  but  if  some¬ 
one  asks  me  if  I’m  gay  I  might  say,  “That’s 
not  a  topic  I  want  to  discuss  here,  because  1 
don’t  think  that’s  really  relevant.”  We’re 
balancing  workers’  rights  to  health  and  safe¬ 
ty  with  the  rights  of  people  with  AIDS,  the 
rights  of  gay  people  —  they’re  all  important. 

And  not  necessarily  incompatible. 

Right,  they’re  not.  There’s  got  to  be  a  way 
for  all  of  us  to  start  seeing  the  connections 
between  these  groups  of  people.  My  very 
first  job  function  as  SEIU  AIDS  Coor¬ 
dinator  was  to  represent  SEIU  at  the  Boston 
benefit  organized  by  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Labor  Activists  Network  (GALLAN)  as  one 
of  the  organizations  joining  the  United 
Farm  Workers  grape  boycott  and  suppor¬ 
ting  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center’s  new  [HIV  treatment]  building. 
Events  like  that  one  and  ACT  UP/New 
York’s  testimony  on  behalf  of  worker’s 
safety  can  build  the  ties  and  underscore  the 
connections.  □ 

Pam  Mitchell  has  put  in  time  both  as  a 
working  class  agitator  on  the  staff  of  GCN 
and  as  an  out  dyke  on  the  staff  of  SEIU. 
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men  so  that  “I  can  find  a  husband.”  That’s 
what  they  asked  me  about.  Then  many  gay 
Asians  became  more  Asian-focused  and  the 
Vietnamese  group  kind  of  faded  away.  I 
think  they  are  changing  now,  too,  though, 
because  you  see  groups  and  groups  of  them 
in  bars,  all  Asian,  together.  It’s  amazing.  So 
my  market  is  much  more  expanded.  I’m 
“sticky  rice”  [Asians  who  like  Asians]. 
(laughter) 

Karin:  Jack,  talking  about  the  Asian  men 
wanting  white  husbands  makes  me  remem¬ 
ber  that  we  women  were  told  as  young  girls 
that  we  should  marry  men  so  that  we  can 
become  economically  stable.  But  here  we 
are  as  lesbians,  looking  at  the  gay  Asian 
men,  and  we’re  so  critical  of  the  way  they 
act,  as  if  white  men  offer  something. 

Jack:  1  know  a  lot  of  Asian  women  from 
China  that  came  here  to  the  States  whose 
dream  was  to  be  in  a  better  material  level  of 
society.  They  will  work  in  a  factory  and 
spend  their  money  on  shopping. 

Karin:  That  sounds  like  my  mother  when  she 
first  came  to  the  U.S.  from  the  Philippines. 

Jack:  Did  she  have  this  American  dream? 

Karin:  Yeah,  and  at  first  it  consisted  mainly 
of  buying  things,  because  a  lot  of  those 
things  she  couldn’t  get  before. 

Jack:  That’s  what  the  Chinese  women  do, 
too,  but  they  go  to  Woolworth’s!  I  say, 
“Come  on  girls,  have  some  taste!” 
(laughter) 

Jacquelyn:  But  they  can’t  afford  it. 

Karin:  Jack,  you’re  so  gay! 

Jack:  I  know.  They  eventually  get  married, 
and  live  the  housewife  lifestyle  and  try  to 
have  a  better  home  for  themselves.  A  lot  of 
them  will  try  to  bring  their  families  over 
from  China.  Karin,  how  do  you  perceive 
your  class?  Do  you  want  to  move  upward? 

Karin:  Well,  1  don’t  want  to  get  poorer.  My 
family  is  from  the  middle-class  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  and  they  retained  a  lot  of  these  priv¬ 
ileges  here  in  the  U.S. 

Jack:  What  kind  of  limitations  do  you  think 
you  encounter  as  an  Asian  lesbian? 

Karin:  Like,  can  1  be  like  Connie  Chung?  If  I 
wanted  to,  I  could  probably  go  her  route. 
But  it  would  mean  a  lot  of  changes  in  my 
life,  and  a  lot  of  lying. 

Jack:  I’m  doing  it  now,  too,  at  work. 

Karin:  You  are?  You’re  doing  the  Connie 
Chung  route  to  success? 

Jack:  (laughter)  Yeah.  Actually,  I  chose  not 
to  come  out  at  work  because  my  boss  is  so 
homophobic  and  I  need  his  help  to  get  a  job 
transfer  to  Hong  Kong.  It’s  painful.  He 
even  tried  to  fix  me  up  with  a  girl,  a  woman, 
in  Philadelphia.  Please!  I  want  a  husband,  I 
don’t  want  a  wife,  (laughter) 

Jacquelyn:  I  think  coming  out  would  affect 
my  business.  It’s  an  issue  for  me  not  to  come 
into  a  meeting  for  the  first  time  and  an¬ 
nounce  “I’m  a  lesbian”  because  it’s  not 
relevant  in  a  business  meeting.  I  don’t  work 
with  the  same  people  everyday.  In  the  past,  I 
was  definitely  out  where  I  worked. 

Karin:  If  you  wanted  to  be  upwardly 
mobile... 

Jacquelyn:  ...would  you  have  to  mask  your 
real  identity?  I  think  you’d  have  to  be  quiet. 

Karin:  I  think  there’s  an  image  of  an  “accep¬ 
table”  Asian  that  can  get  you  up  a  corporate 
ladder. 

Jack:  Maybe.  My  company  is  a  Taiwanese- 
owned  company.  My  old  boss,  a  Taiwanese 
woman,  was  incredibly  aggressive.  But  she 
had  a  bad  temper  and  no  one  got  along  with 
her.  She  was  being  forced  out  of  the  com¬ 
pany  because  she  was  a  woman  and  overly 
aggressive. 

Jacquelyn:  Overly  aggressive,  or  just  as  ag¬ 
gressive  as  a  man? 


Jack:  I  think  she  tried  to  compete  with  the 
men,  and  her  aggressiveness  was  just  so 
much  more  obvious  than  a  man’s.  Everyone 
thinks,  is  she  really  a  woman?  At  35,  she’s 
not  married.  They  called  her  the  Dragon 
Lady. 

Jacquelyn:  Bring  her  to  an  AMALGM 
meeting!  She  sounds  like  my  kind  of 
woman,  (laughter) 

Karin:  Don’t  you  think  even  though  we  hace 
class  differences,  being  Asian  is  still  an  im¬ 
portant,  perhaps  overriding,  bond? 

Jack:  Definitely.  I  have  some  friends  in  com¬ 
puters,  some  in  blue  collar  [work].  When 
they  go  to  the  bar,  they’re  buddies.  Don’t 
make  no  difference  to  them.  But  class  does 
have  a  psychological  impact  on  the  individ¬ 
ual,  on  what  they’re  told  their  lifestyle 
should  be.  1  have  some  working  class  friends 
that  try  not  to  look  working  class.  They  buy 
the  most  expensive  clothes,  drink  the  best 
drinks,  go  to  the  best  restaurants.  They 
never  want  to  give  that  image  out  to  people. 

When  I  go  to  some  gay  groups,  I  often 
feel  offended  because  someone  will  say, 
“Let’s  go  to  my  condominium  for  the 
meeting!”  And  someone  else  will  say,  “I 
have  to  wear  my  fur  coat.  ”  Those  comments 
make  me  sick.  It’s  not  that  I’m  jealous.  But 
that’s  why  I’m  better  friends  with  lesbians. 
Their  houses  are  so  much  more  simple,  more 
down  to  earth,  just  like  mine.  In  a  lot  of  gay 
men’s  houses,  they  have  all  these  nice  anti¬ 
ques.  I  mean,  get  over  it!  if  you  make  a  lot 
of  money,  you  should  donate  it  to  some 
good  cause.  □ 

Abortion 

Continued  from  back  page 

doesn’t  set  a  ceiling  on  abortion  rights.” 

Gamble  rejects  the  charge  that  the 
24-week  language  discriminates  against 
poor  women,  young  women,  and  women  of 
color.  She  says  that  very  few  women  choose 
late  abortions,  only  between  nine  and  eleven 
women  got  them  last  year,  and  because,  she 
said,  “physicians  won’t  perform  abortions 
after  viability.”  Gamble  said  that  there  are 
few  physicians  who  are  currently  willing  to 
perform  first  trimester  abortions. 

“The  right-wingers  have  already  limited 
us.  Roe  encourages  states  to  limit  abortions 
to  the  first  two  trimesters,  and  in 
Massachusetts,  there  are  statutory  limits 
against  late  abortions.  The  possibilities  are 
very  large  for  pro-choice  activities  right 
now,  but  I  believe  this  is  going  to  be  a  very 
long  battle,  and  the  public  is  very  fickle.” 

When  asked  if  she  felt  that  it  made  sense 
to  encode  the  status  quo  in  a  constitutional 
amendment  at  a  time  when  there  seemed  to 
be  pro-choice  momentum,  Gamble  said, 
“That  depends  on  whether  you  thought 
there  were  substantial  problems  with  the 
status  quo  in  the  first  place.  The  problems 
with  the  status  quo  are  the  numbers  of 
clinics,  and  the  number  of  doctors  willing  to 
do  abortions.” 

NOW’s  Convisser  told  GCN  that  she 
thought  that  “the  status  quo  is  woefully  in¬ 
sufficient.  We  are  at  a  moment  now  where 
we  can  set  the  reproductive  rights  agenda, 
where  we  have  a  responsibility  to  set  that 
agenda.  That  agenda  must  include  lowering 
the  infant  mortality  rate,  which  is 
skyrocketing  in  the  Black  community  here, 
child  care,  housing,  lesbian  and  gay  paren¬ 
ting  —  any  number  of  issues. 

“I  don’t  think  pro-choice  support  is  soft. 
We  can  turn  out  incredible  numbers  for  pro- 
choice  mobilizations,”  she  said,  “and  in  the 
legislative  arena,  people  are  falling  all  over 
themselves  to  be  called  pro-choice,”  said 
Convisser.  □ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


P  ERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  lo  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  (o  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

CARA  MIA 

“Take  the  garbage  out.”  That’s  Ezulu  for:  Let’s  dump 
our  nimrods.  I’m  starting  the  Nystatin  now  for  our 
February  rendezvous.  New  Years  was  well. ..drippy  but 
wonderful,  my  darlin! 

Love,  Your  Brooklyn  date _ (27) 

CHANGE  YOUR  LIFE! 

Psychic  readings  and  counseling.  A  fresh  view  of  aspects 
in  your  life  concerning  past,  present,  and  future.  Call 
932-1389,  400  Main  St.  Woburn.  Tarot  Card  readings 
also  available. _ (27) 

MILK  AND... 

I  bet  you  thought  1  wouldn’t  do  it,  but  here  it  is,  C.F. 
Now  I  don’t  want  to  be  guffy,  but  that  hot  cocoa  is  some 
powerful  stuff!  You’re  the  best. _ (27) 

NOT  WORKAHOLIC,  BUT  VERY  BUSY 

GJF,  27,  bright,  creative,  grad  student/professional 
seeks  psychologically-minded,  ironic,  frightfully  smart 
for  fun,  frolic,  etc.  No  smokers.  SK,  P.O.  Box  10394, 
Cranston.  R. 1.02910. _ (28) 

FUCK  BUDDYIIES  WANTED 

28  year  old  big,  burly,  bearded  grizzly  looking  for  other 
bears  to  maul  me!  Facial/body  hair,  brains  a  plus!  Send 
sleazy  response  to  GCN  Box  372.  Photos  answered  first. 
_ (27) 

Peter:  Co-topping  is  the  wave  of  the  future.  I’ve  got  the 
jockstrap  (your  jockstrap),  you  bring  the  bottoms.  Hee- 
hee. _ (27) 

a:  NNOUNCEMENTS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  OFFICE 

In  beautiful  Victorian  house  near  Watertown  Square,  con¬ 
genial  group  shares  waiting  room  and  kitchen.  Call 
617-923-6095  for  info.  Available  Tuesdays  and/or  Thursdays. 
_ _ (30) 

MEDITATION  FOR  WOMEN 

Want  to  learn  Buddhist  (Insight)  Meditation  with  women?  In¬ 
sight  Meditation  Society,  Barre,  MA  offers  women’s  course  in 
March.  Call  (508)  3554378  for  brochure  and  more  info.  (30) 

NETWORK  FOR  BATTERED  LESBIANS 
The  recently-formed  Network  for  Battered  Lesbians  is  seeking 
Women  of  Color  and  Women  with  disabilities  to  work  against 
battering  in  Lesbian  communities.  Formerly  battered  Lesbians 
encouraged  to  join.  Batterers  are  not  welcome.  (617)  424-861 1 
(TTY  users:  Please  use  the  Mass  Relay  Service  to  leave  a 

message  and  we  will  call  you  back  on  your  TTY.) _ (28) 

ITAUAN-AM  LESBIANS 

We  are  soliciting  writing  &  an  work  on  our  ethnic  &  sexual 
identity.  Write:  Sinister  Wisdom,  P.O.  Box  3252,  Berkeley, 
CA  94703.  Deadline  2/15/90. _ (30) 


NNOUNCEMENTS 


G&L  SWING  BAND 

looking  for  experienced  trombone  and  trumpet  players. 
Wednesday  night  rehearsals.  Fun  gigs,  relaxed  atmosphere. 
Try  it!  Call  Janet:  522-0205. _ (30) 

Services 


ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 

Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-248-2875. _ (43) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSON  At-HEAtTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
3755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-3459 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


p - *  • - n 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  251 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<r  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 


$. 
$. 
$. 
$. 

Subtotal  $  . 


Box  service 


253  per  word  (353  per  word  for  business  ads). 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

$ 

Name 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

$ 

Subscriptions 

Address 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

$ 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40.  — 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 

fcjjgV  Kk  inches  x  $  1  S 

$ 

Total  $ 

Phone  ( 

Zip 


Associate 

Editor 

Nat' I  feminist  newspaper  seeks 
f.t,  assoc,  ed.  New  position  is 
75%  editorial  and  25% 
promotions/fundraising. 

•Plan,  research  and  write  news 
briefs  and  occas.  longer 
pieces;  expand  diversity  of 
news  sources  and  stories. 
•Share  with  editor  resp.  for 
evaluating,  accepting  and 
rejecting  copy. 

•Copyedit  and  share  production 
mgmt.  resp.  with  editor. 

•Assist  business  director  with 
promotions  and  fundraising. 

Qualifications: 

•Good  writing  skills,  pref.  with  at 
least  1  yr.  exp.  writing  news  or 
features. 

•  Experience  with  or  interest  in 
promotions  or  fundraising. 

•  Familiarity  with  communities  of 
color. 

•Feminist,  antiracist, 
antihomophobic  politics. 

$19,000  to  22.000/yr..3  wks  paid  vac., 
health  insur..  sick  and  holiday  time 

Send  letter  of  interest,  resume  and 
writing  sample  (1000  words  or  less) 
to:  Sojourner,  1050  Commonwealth 
Ave. ,  #305B,  Boston,  MA  0221 5.  No 
phone  calls,  pis. 

Women  of  color  are 
strongly  encouraged  to 
apply. 


TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  GCN! 


Keyboards  seeks  bass,  drums,  horn/sax  for  working 
dance  band.  Musi  have  equipment,  transportation, 
time,  talent,  motivation.  Experienced  professionals  on¬ 
ly.  (603)  569-5334.  8am-8pm.  Leave  message.  (28) 

BOOK  MARKETING  AND  PROMOTION 
Marketing  assistant  needed  by  gay  publisher.  Job  in¬ 
cludes  production  (desktop  publishing)  of  ads  and 
catalogs;  planning  direct-mail  campaigns  to  bookstores 
and  individuals;  and  promotional  work.  Non-smoking 
office.  Send  resume  and  letter  with  salary  requirements 
and  samples  of  past  work,  if  available,  to  Dan  O’Con¬ 
nell,  Alvson  Publications,  40  Plympton  St.,  Boston, 
MA02II8. _ _ _ (27) 

EXCELLENT  WAGES 

For  spare  time  assembly.  Easy  work  at  home.  No  ex¬ 
perience  needed.  Call  1-504-362-3432  Ext.  9288.  Open 
24  hours,  including  Sunday.  (28) 

DIRECT  SERVICE  WORKERS:  Immediate  openings 
in  feminist  alternative  mental  health  and  battered 
women's  residential  program.  Work  involves  advocating 
for  4  to  6  women  or  families;  requires  advocacy  and 
limit  setting  skills;  tasks  include  general  program  ad¬ 
ministration  as  well  as  facilitation  of  group  meetings; 
limited  evening  and  emergency  on  call  coverage  and 
crisis  intervention;  familiarity  of  women’s  issues  and 
mental  health  issues  a  plus;  bi-lingual,  experience  in 
residential  setting  and  access  to  car  ideal. 

FUNDRAISER:  5/1/90  start  date  for  same  feminist 
mental  health  alternative  with  team  management  ap¬ 
proach  seeks  fundraiser  to  coordinate  foundation,  cor¬ 
porate,  religious  fundraising,  government  contracts, 
UW,  direct  mail,  other  GRF  activities,  major  donors, 
planned  giving,  budget  management  and  long  range 
fiscal/program  planning.  Candidate  must  have  three 
ye~rs  minimum  experience.  Excellent  written,  verbal, 
organizational  and  interpersonal  skills;  ability  to  work 
under  pressure  and  desire  to  work  in  a  diverse,  non- 
traditional  organization  premised  on  feminist  values. 
Candidate  should  be  imaginative,  energetic,  goal  driven 
with  sense  of  humor. 

BOTF1  JOBS:  32  hour  work  week.  Excellent  benefits. 
Please  submit  letter  of  interest,  resume  and  salary 
history  to:  A.  Beckert,  ESH  P.O.  Box  15,  Jamaica 
Plain,  M A  02130. _ (27) 

SURGEON  -  GEN.  SURG.  or  Colorectal,  BC/BE 
Dynamic  Anorectal  Practice  in  NYC.  Resume  to:  J. 
Lavigne,  Laser  Medical,  7  E.  68th  St.  NYC,  10021. 

I  -800-M  D-TUSCH , _ (27) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cal  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  S2l5/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $I77/wk. 
Weekends  SI 80.  Call  731-6228.  _ (38) 

GASTROENTEROLOGIST  —  BC/BE  Dynamic 
Anorectal  Practice  in  NYC.  Resume  to:  J.  Lavigne, 
Laser  Medical.  7  E.  68th  St.  NYC.  10021.  1-800-MD- 
TUSCH. _ (27) 
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FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

"■Progressive,  Dynamic 
Environment 

""Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
"■Innovative  HIV  Education  and 
Treatment  Programs 
Fenway  Community  Flealth  Center 
provides  a  broad  range  of  medical 
and  mental  health  services  to 
residents  of  the  Fenway  and 
Metropolitan  Boston,  and  to 
members  of  the  New  England  gay 
and  lesbian  community. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
People  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

PRIMARY  CARE  PHYSICIAN 

Full  time  positions  available  for 
BC/BE  internists  or  family  physicians 
in  community  health  center  special¬ 
izing  in  gay  and  lesbian  health.  Must 
have  special  interest  in  HIV,  primary 
care,  and  women's  health.  Involves 
working  with  nurse  practitioners  and 
physician  assistants,  and  may  involve 
consultation  with  HIV  education  to 
other  community  providers. 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Part  time  position  (3-5  days/week)  for 
board  certified  chiropractor  to  join 
wholistic  health  team  in  full  service 
community  health  center.  Will  in¬ 
clude  working  with  medical  depart¬ 
ment  staff  and  other  wholistic  practi¬ 
tioners,  opportunities  for  provider 
education,  and  some  evening  hours. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 

Full  time  position  for  organized,  effi¬ 
cient,  motivated  individual  with 
word  processing,  typing,  telephone 
and  reception  skills. 

ALTERNATIVE  INSEMINATION 
PROGRAM  ASSISTANT 

Program  is  expanding  to  serve  the 
needs  of  lesbians  and  single  women 
who  choose  parenting  through  alter¬ 
native  insemination.  Half  time  posi¬ 
tion  (20  hours)  available  for  individ¬ 
ual  with  good  communication  and 
organizing  skills.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  direct  client  contact,  support 
group  facilitation,  data  collection, 
ordering  and  receiving  inventory. 
Some  evening  hours  required. 
Health  education  or  counseling  ex¬ 
perience  helpful. 

Send  resumes  to:  Personnel, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA 
_ 02115 _ 

DISARMAMENT  ORGANIZER 

Boston  Mobilization  for  Survival  seeks  staff  person  with 
experience  in  organizing  and  either  fundraising  or  office 
management,  plus  knowledge  of  disarmament  issues. 
$16,800  plus  full  benefits.  Women,  people  of  color,  gay 
men  and  lesbians  encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resume  to 
1 1  Garden  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02138  by  Feb.  1.  (28) 

COMMUNITY  ORGANIZER/COORDINATOR 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  seeks  a  coor¬ 
dinator  for  its  Community  Empowerment  Program 
Division.  Requires  program  development,  adminstrative 
and  organizing  experience;  strong  communications  and 
supervising  skills;  demonstrated  commitment  to  social 
and  economic  justice.  Submit  resume  and  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  by  January  26,  1990  to  Personnel  Coordinator, 
AFSC,  2161  Mass.  Avenue,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. 
AFSC  is  an  AA/EO  employer  and  especially  encourage 
applications  from  women,  people  of  color,  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  people,  people  with  disabilities  and  ex-prisoners. 
_  (28) 

DIRECTOR,  MULTICULTURAL  AFFAIRS 
in  AIDS  sves  org  for  trng  sessions,  consciousness  rais¬ 
ing,  analysis  of  service  delivery,  program  design,  org 
culture.  Exp  in  affirm  action,  org  transformation,  be 
gay/lesbian/sensitive  &  committed  to  serv  people  of  col¬ 
or,  women  w/children,  injection  drug  users  &  disabled 
people.  Sal  mid-hi  30’s.  Resumes:  Personnel,  Shanti, 
525  Howard,  SF,  CA  94105. _ (27) 

FIELD  ORGANIZER 

Nonprofit  organization  working  to  stop  bias  in  stand¬ 
ardized  exams  seeks  experienced  organizer  to  provide 
technical  assistance,  public  education  and  develop  and 
implement  testing  reform  campaigns.  Must  be  willing  to 
travel.  Salary  from  $24,000-32,000,  plus  benefits.  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Color  urged  to  apply.  Resumes  to:  FairTest,  342 
Broadway,  Cambridge.  MA  02139. _ (27) 

Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  small  but  with  active  lay 
leadership,  seeks  pastor  for  spiritual  guidance. 
Biblically-grounded  preaching  twice  a  month,  communi¬ 
ty  nurture,  pastoral  counseling,  and  facilitation  of  social 
action  agenda,  including  Central  American  and  gay/les¬ 
bian  concerns.  Send  resume,  one  or  two-page  statement 
of  interest,  and  three  letters  of  reference  by  Feb.  15  to 
Doug  Koch,  1 1  Holmes  St.,  Cambridge,  02140. _ (27) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


R 


A 


PARTMENTS 

PRIVACY,  FREEDOM,  AND  FRIENDS 

Large  4  bedroom  apartment  in  lesbian  owned  3  family. 
Freedom  to  be  “out”  in  very  safe,  pleasant  surroundings  near 
Melrose/Malden  line.  Off-street  parking.  Near  T.  Call  Karen, 
321-3569. _ (29) 

FIRST  MONTH  FREE 

NO  FEE 

Steps  to  Ashmont  —  Huge  3  bedroom  apt.  Recently  rehabed. 
Hardwood  floors.  Parking,  washer,  dryer.  Available  ASAP. 
$750.00  month  282-7902. _ (27) 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message. _ 


H 


OUSING  WANTED 

NEED  APARTMENT  FAST! 

GCN  Staff  Member  seeks  independent  apartment  situation. 
Must  be  cheap!  I’m  non-smoker  (smokers  ok),  easy  going  and 
responsible,  too.  Call  Margaret  426-4469. _ 

$500  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville 
area.  $500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent 
control.  Call  Liz  864-1466. 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross  country  trails  then  unwind 
in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  With  19 
charming  rooms,  100  scenic  acres,  yummy  breakfasts 
and  inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby, 
we're  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Great  mid-week  dis¬ 
counts.  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn- 
keepers. _  (42) 


O  R 


S  ALE 


CO-DIRECTOR 

SAGE:  Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment,  Inc.,  a 
non-profit  organization,  is  seeking  an  individual  who 
will  have  full-time  financial  responsibility  for  this  social 
service  agency  caring  for  gay  and  lesbian  seniors  in  the 
NY  metropolitan  area.  This  person  must  have  three 
years  or  more  work  experience  in  fund-raising,  develop¬ 
ment  and  implementation  of  marketing  and  fund-raising 
strategies,  public  relation  activities,  and  preparation  of 
grant  proposals  for  foundations  and  governmental  agen¬ 
cies.  This  person  must  have  previous  experience  in  finan¬ 
cial  management  and  budget  preparation  for  business 
and/or  non-profit  organizations.  SAGE,  Inc.  is  an 
equal  opportunity  employer. 

Please  direct  all  inquiries  to:  Chair,  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  SAGE,  Inc.,  208  West  13th  Street,  New  York,  NY 
1001 1.  Confidentiality  respected. _ (29) 


OOMMATE  WANTED 

GM  and  LF  seeking  responsible  housemate  (30-plus)  to 
share  house  in  Belmont.  Fireplace,  yard,  Wi  baths, 
parking,  T.  No  pets,  smoking,  drugs.  $400/mo-plus, 
3/1,484-0031. _ (30) 

SOMERVILLE 

2L  one  dog  and  three  cats  seek  3rd  housemate  for  3 
bedroom  apartment.  Near  Davis  Square.  $250-plus 
utilities.  Call  628-7517,  Sue  or  Maria.  No  smoking.  (29) 

PORTER  SQUARE 

Semi-coop,  semi-veg,  easy  going  house  of  four  women 
seeks  5th  for  large,  sunny  room  with  hdwd.  floors. 
Fireplace,  1  Vi  baths,  quiet  street,  2  blocks  to  T. 
Available  immediately.  $265-plus,  no  security  deposit. 
Call  Marilyn,  Julia,  Tracy,  or  Reyat  625-3314. _ (28) 

L  seeks  same  for  spacious  sunny  2  bedroom  in  Davis 
Square.  $350  plus  utilities.  Responsible,  neat,  non¬ 
smoking.  Available  1/15  call  Stephanie,  623-5372.  (27) 

Roommate  needed  for  spacious  2  bedroom  Brookline 
apt.  Reasonable  rent,  utilities  included.  On  Green  Line. 
Prefer  mature  sober  non-smoker.  Available  Feb.  1. 
566-5902.  Leave  message. _ (28) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

ILF  and  1  BiF  seek  3rd  for  3br  apartment  in  spacious, 
owner-occupied  house  near  the  pond.  Close  to  orange 
and  green  lines.  We  have  cats  and  a  dog,  so  no  more  (un¬ 
fortunately!)  $278  plus.  Available  ASAP.  Call  Wendell 
at  (617)  661-3567  days  or  522-21 18  eves. _ (29) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Roommates  needed  for  mostly  independent,  large, 

quiet,  apartment  near  Forest  Hills.  W&D,  porch,  park¬ 
ing,  one  minute  to  MBTA  and  Arboretum.  2/1  (or  later) 
230-plus,  524-8682 _ (28) 

Cambridge:  3  women  seek  LF  for  friendly  fun  semi¬ 
coop  apt.  quiet  street,  2  fls,  deck,  parking  near  T  and 
buses.  400  mo.  354-0748. _ (27) 

Friendly  and  independent  LF  and  BF  seek  one  LF/BF  to 
share  3  bdrm  apt  in  Davis  Sq  near  T.  $272.50plus.  No 
smoke.  Call  666-81 18. _ (27) 

THREE  DYKES  SEEK  ONE  WOMAN 
For  big,  sunny,  four  bedroom  apartment  in  Somerville. 
We  have  an  easy-going,  independent  home;  90  seconds 
to  Davis  Sq.  T!  Call  623-7084. _ (27) 

WOBURN 

Female  roommate  wanted,  non-smoker,  must  be  in  a 
12-step  program  $300  a  month.  Includes  all  utilities.  Call 
938-6126. _ (27) 

SOMERVILLE 

LF  household  seeks  LF’s,  2BR  in  large  5BR,  convenient 
to  T,  walk  to  Harvard,  fireplace,  yard,  porch,  hardwood 
floors,  parking,  pets  negotiable,  $367-plus,  available 
January  or  2/1.  Call  666-9221, _ (27) 

ACTON  -  NEAR  TRAIN 

Quiet  L38  with  dog  needs  non-smoking  roommate  for 
big  2BR  Victorian  apartment;  large  yard.  Call  Lissa 
(508)  263-2661  w,  (508)  635-9803  h.  Keep  trying.  (27) 

URGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets. _ (27) 

SUNNY  BRIGHTON 

Room  and  shared  first  floor  in  quiet  spacious  Victorian 
home  with  professional  lesbian  couple.  Washer/dryer, 
dishwasher,  near  T.  Rent  $350  or  negotiate  help  with 
housecare,  errands,  childcare  with  our  16  month  old 
child.  Call  Loraine  254-5929. _ (27) 

THERE’S  NO  PUCE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  eigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. _ 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrm,  chem  and  smoke  free, 
apt.  in  .IP.  I  have  2  cats.  Another  nego.  $247.50  plus. 
NcarT.  Call  522-2332.  (27) 


RESTAURANT/LOUNGE 

South  Shore  area,  oversized  modern  kitchen,  access  to 
main  highway.  Ample  parking.  Includes  real  estate. 
Days,  472-1520. _  (28) 

CONDO  FOR  SALE  -  MOVING  WEST 
in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire.  Nice  place.  Good  loca¬ 
tion.  Good  price.  $79,000  or  offer.  Also  furniture, 
books,  clothes,  bike,  etc.  Call  Morgan  at  603/431-4165. 
_ (29) 

THE  ORIGINAL  TICKLER 

Assorted  colors.  2/$1.00,  order  from  A  TRY  ON,  424 
Barracks,  New  Orleans,  La.  70116.  Cash  orders  mailed 
same  day.  Sold  as  novelty  gift  item. _ (30) 

Dorchester  —  Renov.  2  family  one  block  from  Melville. 
229K,  Estate  Sale,  broker  696-5963. _ (28) 

MUST  SELL  TYPEWRITER 

IBM  Portable.  Memory  Daisy  Wheel  very  adaptable. 
Foreign  lang.  etc....Neato  keen.  Call  Rachelle  232-1643 
or  623-3414.  Instruction  book  included. _ 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week! 

IJBLICATIONS 


UBLICATIONS 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(ex) 


O  V  E 


Q 


RGANIZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.  (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info, _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _ (7) 


THE  jIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  GAY  GRAPE 

by  Anonymous,  Ph.D.  A  sober  gay  anthropologist 
views  the  emergence  of  the  recovering  gay  community. 
Gay  community  building  at  its  most  dynamic.  Pam¬ 
phlet,  $4.35  plus  $1.25  S&H.  Send  to  The  Other 
Publishing  Company.  P.O.  Box  2151,  San  Diego,  CA 
921 12.  Send  for  free  catalog  of  recovery  material.  (27) 
BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  P1SD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  M  A  02139.  (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114. 

_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt,  Morris,  1L  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 


From  $15  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 
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Prisoners 


GAYXLLDW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 .  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  tool) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section, 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  intormation.  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Seeking 
Friends  l 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORK  FOR  IUSTICE 


I’m  25,  black,  hips  lips  and  fingertips,  eyes,  ■ 
thighs  and  plenty  of  otherwise.  I’m  lonely  &  ■ 
seek  a  dear  friend.  Color,  age  doesn’t  matter.  I  | 
cannot  write  to  other  prisoners.  Angela  DAVIS,  — 
A498084,  Box  164,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  ■ 
Pines,  FL  33024. 


AIDS 


Information  on  Prisons  and  Alternatives 
RESOURCES  provides  info  on  useful  books, 
video  tapes,  and  research  reports  on  topics  like 
prison  overcrowding,  community-based  correc¬ 
tions  programs,  alternatives  to  incarceration  etc. 
Copies  of  RESOURCES  are  available  for  FREE 
from  PACT  Institute  of  Justice,  254  S.  Morgan 
Boul.,  Valparaiso  IN  46383. 


Thank  you  so  much  for  the  books  that  you  sent 
me.  I  hope  GCN  and  Prison  Book  folks  had  a 
nice  holiday.  I  would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  I 
someone  in  the  free  world  would  be  interested  I 
in  writing  me  for  friendship  (only).  Thanks 
again!  Kim  MARK,  206094,  Box  316,  Ft 
Madison  IA  52627. 


HELP!  Pre-op  TS  up  for  parole  but  with  no 
job  connections  (needed  for  parole).  If  you  I 
know  of  something,  in  Nashville,  or  out  ofl 
state,  PLEASE  PLEASE  let  me  hear  about  it.f 
Crystal  Dawn  BOYD,  c/o  T.D.  BOYD,  101461, 
7466  Centennial  Place  Ext.,  Nashville  TN| 
37219. 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $I5/U.S.,  $I8/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
07181-  _  (ex) 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 

This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 

postage.  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to^  r\  r%  r%  r%  r%  n 

BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ _  (exJ  • 


24  yr  old  gay  male  with  death  row  conviction  I 

just  overturned  now  with  energy  to  build  a 
special  friendship  with  an  honest  caring  man.  I 
enjoy  soft  music  and  writing.  My  friends  call 
me  Missy.  Thomas  PEACOCK,  46755,  2605 
Slate  St,  Salem  OR  97310. _ 

LONELY  prisoner  looking  for  friendship  and  I 

conversation.  Have  many  interests.  Am  a  beef 
cake,  love  sex,  will  answer  all.  So  get  those  pens 
moving,  buddy!  Emmette  MITCHELL, 
C-22469,  H324,  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. 

I  would  like  to  place  a  penpal  ad.  I’m  physically  I 

fit,  have  two  years  of  junior  college  behind  me, 
and  am  financially  independent.  I’m  here  for  | 
aiding  and  abetting  a  felony.  I’d  like  to  write 
someone  who  is  honest  and  looking  for  a  new, 
sincere  friend.  Everett  HARWOOD,  D24542 
(21-M4L),  PO  Box  4000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. 

GM  seeking  hot  men  for  lasting  relationship. 
No  headgames.  Not  seeking  money.  I  need  a 
disease  free  lover.  210  lbs  of  solid  rock.  Please 
reply  to  Robert  SPIKER,  468920,  FE-F-3-07, 
Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852. _ 

You  KNOW  why  (hey  call  me  ‘MULE’?! 

Really  would  like  to  give  you  a  GOOD  head 
job;  not  everyone  knows  how,  or  takes  the 
necessary  time  before  allowing  his  companion 
to  get  off  to  bring  him  to  his  most  enjoyable 
stage  with  control.  But  it  only  takes  feelings  to 
do  this,  and  know-how.  Anybody  out  there  in¬ 
terested  in  a  little  friendly  conversation?  Jimmy 
McMILLAN,  Box  8,  Brunswick  NC  28424. 
Attractive  DOWN  TO  EARTH  wanted  for  pen¬ 
pal.  Dennis  LOWRY,  852193  (492),  1150  SW 
Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956. _ 

New  Year’s  baby,  30  years  young,  interested  in 

making  a  new  friend.  I  work  out  regularly  and 
have  a  nice  body.  Will  be  getting  out  in  1990 
and  would  like  to  make  a  sincere  friend.  An¬ 
thony  FARMER,  155-814,  Box  45699. 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 


MY  FELLOW  PRISONERS:  OUR  IN¬ 
STITUTIONS  ARE  BEHIND  IN  WHAT 
WE  NEED  TO  ACCOMPLISH  ABOUT 
THE  AIDS  VIRUS  —  SEEM  LIKE 
SINCE  THE  WORD  BEEN  OUT 
ABOUT  AIDS,  HIV  PRISONERS, 
THOSE  WHO  ARE  HOMOSEXUAL, 
BEEN  SNEAKING  AROUND  HAVING 
SEX  STRONGLY,  NOT  TAKING  HEED 
ABOUT  SAFER  SEX,  BLINDING 
THEMSELF. 

LET  ME  BRING  SIGHT  BACK  TO 
YOU  —  WHAT  MAY  BE  GOOD  TO 
YOU  MAY  BE  AIDS  FOR  YOU! 

GAY  PEOPLE,  STRAIGHT  PEOPLE, 
AIDS  IS  DEADLY  TO  ALL.  TAKE 
CONTROL  OF  YOUR  SEX  LIFE! 

(Ruby  Johnson,  Florida  Women’s  Prison) 

AIDS  &  PRISONS 

Free  booklet  available  by  writing  to: 
ACLU  National  Prison  Project,  1616  P  St 
NW,  Washington  DC  20056. 


I  was  told  that  thru  GCN  1  might  be  able  to 
meet  a  gay  pen  friend.  I’m  Black,  45,  and  I 
await  with  open  heart  gays  of  all  racial  flavors! 
Bobby  DANIEL,  A91393,  Box  7500  (C-6-103), 
Crescent  City  CA  95532. _ 

Hoping  for  sprouting  feelings... 

I‘m  writing  that  I  may  hear  from  you  all.  I’m 
black  (bright  skin),  Libra,  born  in  Dallas  and 
like  reading,  especially  ‘allegorical’  books  (like 
Pilgrim’s  Progress).  Presently  I’m  preparing  to 
acquire  my  GED  (high  school  equivalency)  and 
learning  cabinet  making.  Who  knows,  maybe 
some  feelings  will  begin  to  sprout  from  this! 
Jeffrey  HOLLIE,  258762,  Box  16,  Lovelady 
TX  75851. _ _ 

1  am  a  lonely  male  seeking  letters  from  any  lov¬ 
ing  people  who  are  looking  for  a  true  friend. 
I’m  looking  for  friendship  from  bisexuals  who 
are  open  minded  and  can  accept  that  every  one 
makes  mistakes.  Ricky  DAVIS,  149193,  Box 
900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

Behind  bars  there’s  a  good  percentage  that  are 
honest  and  don’t  have  con  jobs  in  mind.  Try  me 
and  you  won’t  regret  it  for  friendship.  Keith 
WARREN,  23562,  Box  1989,  Ely  NY  89301. 


Political  prisoner,  early  30s,  handsome  en¬ 

trepreneur,  seeks  penpal  relationship.  My  in¬ 
terests  include  metaphysics,  holistic  health, 
good  food,  and  fun.  Robert  MEARNS, 
D-89839,  Box  8103  (15-18U),  San  Lusi  Obispo 
CA  93409. 


GM  would  be  interested  in  hearing  from  all  gay 
men  who  are  interested  in  getting  to  know  me. 
I’m  24  and  love  all  type  of  men.  My  friends  call 
me  Angel.  Can  write  to  prisoners  also.  Ruben 
MERA,  87B  125,  Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011. 

I  am  a  very  beautiful  queen  and  very  feminine.  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  any  gay  queens  out  in 
the  free  worls  and  will  answer  any  and  ail 
sincere  letters.  Charles  ROUNTREE,  503215, 

I  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX  75851. _ 

Attractive  sexy  black  male,  36,  former  model 
and  dancer,  seeks  correspondence  with  in¬ 
telligent  individuals.  Looks,  age  or  financial 
status  not  important,  but  honesty  is  a  must.  In¬ 
terests  include  bodybuilding,  dancing,  music 
and  sports.  Leonard  WILSON,  183-945,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

I  am  writing  to  ask  if  you  would  put  my  name 
on  your  penpal  list.  I’m  a  Black  male  and  look¬ 
ing  to  correspond  with  gay  and  bisexual  men. 
Saul  WADE,  81324,  Star  Rt  Box  22-B,  Tucker 
AR  72168. _ 

1  am  a  certified  Paralegal  Assistant,  Afro- 
American,  age  45,  and  I  wish  to  correspond 
with  men  or  women  who  have  a  legal  back- 
I  ground.  I  can’t  write  other  prisoners.  James 
,  TAYLOR,  032831,  500  Orange  Ave  Circle, 
Belle  Glade  FL  33430. _ 

My  friends  call  me  Michelle,  I’m  32,  and  into 
I  wearing  womans  clothes  (especially  bikinis  of 
Vblue  and  black  silk!)  Unfortunately  the  institu- 
I  tion  I’m  in  doesn’t  allow  me  to  wear  them.  I’m 
looking  for  some  good  MEN  to  write.  Michael 
CRAIG,  348693  (B2-2-05),  Wynne  Unit,  Hunt¬ 
sville  TX  77349. _  _ 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed.  No 
phone  calls,  puh-leez. 

20  Saturday 

Boston  □  FCHC's  Living  Well  Series,  Sex  and  In¬ 
timacy  Enhancement:  A  workshop  for  gay  male 
couples.  338  Newbury  Street.  I  Oam- 1  pm.  Paul  or  Lee  at 
267-0900  to  pre-register. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for  older  gay 
males,  meets  at  the  Lindemann  Center,  25  Staniford 
Street.  2-4pm.  $  I . 

Cambridge  □  Moving  Violations  Motorcycle  Club 
Annual  Party  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm-midnight.  $4  members,  $5  non-members. 
Drug/alcohol  free. 

Cambridge  □  Join  the  Reproductive  Rights  Network  in 
a  Protest  against  Domino’s  Pizza!  for  their  support  of 
Operation  Rescue.  Corner  of  Prospect  and  Broadway. 

1 :30-3 :30pm.  629-2645. 

21  Sunday 

Watertown  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown 

monthly  potluck.  7pm.  Becky,  395-4664  or  Lloyd, 


22  Monday 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series,  An  HIV  Medical 
Update.  338  Newbury  Street.  6-8pm.  Paul  or  Robb, 
267-0900  to  preregister. 

23  T uesday 

Boston  □  FCHC's  Living  Well,  Series,  Wholistic 
Therapies  Panel  for  Women.  338  Newbury  Street. 
7:30pm.  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900  to  pre-register. 

Boston  □  Orientation  for  the  Buddy  Program  (Sup¬ 
port  Services  Team)  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  will 
be  held  at  131  Clarendon  Street.  7:30pm.  For  info:  David 
Martin,  437-6200  x  256. 

Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbian  and 
Gays  meets  at  Harriet  Tubman  House,  corner  of  Mass. 
Ave.  and  Columbus.  6:30pm.  Catherine,  825-2610. 

24  Wednesday 

Boston  □  The  Names  Project/Boston  meets  in  the 
Piemonte  Room  of  Boston  City  Hall.  7pm.  451-9003. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  “Men  in  Solidarity  with 
the  Feminist  Movement.”  WMBR,  88.IFM,  7-8pm. 

25  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stop,  GCN: 
617/426-4469. 


27  Saturday  □  AIDS  Action 
Committee’s  Mass. 
Recognition  Awards  at 

the  Kennedy  Library  Pavilion. 

26  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 Opm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

27  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Contra  Dance  at 

the  First  Church  of  J.P.,  comer  of  Center  and  Eliot  Streets. 
8-1  Ipm.  $5. 

Boston  □  FCHC's  Living  Well  Series,  Nurturing 
Massage:  A  workshop  in  Stress  Reduction.  338 

Newbury  Street.  IO-6pm  (bring  a  bag  lunch).  $5.  Paul 
or  Robb  at  267-0900  to  pre-register. 

Boston  □  Superball  1990,  a  dance  in  celebration  of 
Boston's  les/gay  athletes  and  artists.  At  Villa  Victoria, 
West  Newton  Street.  9pm.  $10.  288-1606. 

Boston  □  Clean  and  Sober  Dance  for  the  les/gay 
community,  by  Boston  Sound  Machine.  At  the  Y,  140 
Clarendon  Street.  9pm-lam.  $5. 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee’s  Mass  Recogni¬ 
tion  Awards  at  the  Kennedy  Library  Pavilion.  6- 1  Opm. 
437-6200. 


924-6113. 


February  I  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  The  Group,  a  social/discussion  group,  meets 
to  discuss  “Sex,  Love  and  Infatuation”  at  the  Les/Gay 
Service  Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  8pm.  266-1129. 

2  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1  Opm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

3  Saturday 


Cambridge  □  Am  Ti  kva’s  Evening  of  Dining  and  Jazz. 
Meet  at  S&S  Deli,  Inman  Square  at  7pm.  Ryles  Jazz  Club  at 
8:30pm.  RSVP  by  1/19  to  Lisa,  782-8894. 


Cambridge  □  Winter  White  Party  to  raise  money  for 
the  Cambridge  AIDS  Task  Force.  At  Campus/ManRay,  21 
Brookline  Street.  8pm.  $5.  864-0400.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble. 

a  .  s.  .^<1  - - -  '  --  . 


823  Main  Street;,  Cambridge,  MA  02  1 39  CS  1  ~7)  49'7-7200 


4PM-2AM  (no  cover)  ■  Friday  4PM-2AM  •  Saturday  9PM-2AM 


31  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  “Cross-Cultural  Rela¬ 
tionships."  WMBR,  88.IFM,  7-8pm. 


Cambridge  □  Amethyst  Women  present  Beach 
Blanket  Lesbo,  a  dance  with  D.j.  Whitman.  At  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  9pm- 
I2midnight.  $7  more  or  less. 


”  LOOKINQ  TO  THE  FUTURE " 


Nominations  for  proposed  speakers  at  Pride 

must  be  received  at  the  Pride  office  on  or  before 
NOON  on  February  15,  1990. 

To  be  considered,  the  nomination 
must  be  legibly  written  and 
include  the  nominee's 
name  and  complete  mailing 
address  with  present  phone 
number.  Any  nominations 
which  vary  from  these 
requirements  shall  be  discarded. 


C  it 


Please  forward  to: 

PRIDE  COMMITTEE 
338  Newbury  Street  -  Suite  202L 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
Attn:  Speaker 

We  need  volunteers  for  subcommittes 
as  well  as  for  Pride  Day  itself. 

Share  some  of  your  pride  and  call  today 
to  help  with  publicity,  publications, 
merchandising,  fundraising  or  make 
a  commitment  to  help  for  an  hour  or  two 

on  June  9,  1990, 

show  up  on  the  second  Saturday  of  June, 
receive  your  Pride  T-shirt  and  help  with 
handing  out  booklets  hanging  banners, 
stage  entrance,  selling  soda,  crowd  control, 
wheelchair  accessibility,  etc. 

Call  today,  we  need  your  help. 

(617)  262-3149 
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If  we  don  Y  answer  right  away ,  please  leave  your  name  and  phone  number  and/or  call  another  time! 


Mass, 
abortion 
amendment 
under  fire 

Critics  charge  that  the 
proposed  amendment, 
although  drafted  by  a  pro- 
choice  coalition,  could  limit 
the  reproductive  rights  of 
women  of  color,  poor 
women,  and  young  women 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  Petitions  were  filed  Dec.  6 
for  a  proposed  pro-choice  amendment  to 
the  Massachusetts  State  Constitution  by  the 
Coalition  for  Choice,  but  critics  within  the 
reproductive  rights  movement,  particularly 
women  of  color,  are  calling  the  language  of 
the  amendment  a  dangerous  misstep  for  the 
movement.  “As  far  as  poor  women  of  color 
are  concerned,  it  flies  in  the  face  of  our 
needs,”  said  Barbara  Neely,  one  of  a  group 
of  women  of  color  who  have  been  meeting 
around  reproductive  rights. 

The  proposed  constitutional  amendment 
protects  a  woman’s  right  to  choose  or  refuse 
birth  control,  and  prohibits  state  govern¬ 
ment  from  discriminating  against  abortion 
services  in  regulating  benefits  or  facilities.  It 
protects  a  woman’s  right  to  chose  abortion 
only  up  to  24  weeks  of  gestation,  and  later  in 
cases  of  rape,  incest,  or  where  the  life  or 
health  of  the  woman  is  endangered.  The 
proposed  amendment  would  place  in  the 
constitution  the  protections  currently  af¬ 
forded  for  abortion  rights  under 
Massachusetts  law. 

The  proposed  amendment  faces  a  number 
of  hurdles  before  it  can  become  a  part  of  the 


state  constitution,  including  two  votes  by 
the  state  legislature  in  two  different  years.  If 
it  receives  adequate  support  in  the 
legislature,  it  would  be  placed  on  the  ballot 
as  a  referendum  question,  in  1992  at  the 
earliest. 

A  number  of  reproductive  rights  ad¬ 
vocates  are  hoping  that  it  never  makes  it  to 
the  1992  ballot.  A  group  of  women  of  color 
sent  a  letter  criticizing  the  proposed  amend¬ 
ment  to  members  of  the  Coalition  for 
Choice  steering  committee  and  legislative 
supporters.  The  letter  outlines  a  number 
of  objections  to  the  amendment,  including 
the  claim  that  the  24  week  limit  on  legal 
abortions  is  a  mistake.  Neely,  part  of  the 
group  that  sent  the  letter,  said  that  it  is 
young  women,  women  of  color,  and  poor 
women  who  most  often  seek  late  abortions, 
and  whose  needs  are  not  taken  into  account 
by  the  language  of  the  amendment. 

“The  women  who  get  late  abortions  get 
them  because  they’re  young  women  who 
don’t  know  a  lot  about  their  bodies,  or 
because  they’re  women  who  don’t  have  in¬ 
surance,  and  have  to  get  on  the  waiting  list 
to  see  a  doctor  at  a  clinic.  Or  they  have  to 


wait  to  get  an  abortion  at  the  hospital,  or 
they  can’t  take  time  off  from  work  to  go  to 
the  doctor.” 

Neely  said  that  she  questioned  the  wisdom 
of  a  strategy  of  going  for  what  the  law 
already  allows,  as  the  language  of  the 
amendment  would  not  represent  any  gains 
for  reproductive  rights.  She  told  GCN  that 
she  felt  there  were  other  important  priorities 
for  the  reproductive  rights  movement,  such 
as  the  right  to  health  care,  affordable  hous¬ 
ing,  education,  child  care,  jobs  at  decent 
salaries,  and  an  end  to  violence  against 
women  and  children.  Neely  also  criticized 
the  amendment  for  defining  a  point  at  which 
the  legislature  can  and  should  prohibit  abor¬ 
tion,  rather  than  demanding  a  woman’s 
right  to  control  her  own  body.  Said  Neely, 
“What’s  wrong  with  this  amendment  —  the 
bottom  line  —  is:  who  decides  what  will  hap¬ 
pen  to  my  body?  That  must  be  my 
decision.” 

Elba  Crespo,  a  Puerto  Rican  community 
activist,  told  GCN  that  she  believes  that  the 
24-week  limit  “has  the  potential  to  differen¬ 
tially  affect  women  of  color  and  poor 
women,  because  our  access  to  reproductive 
health  care  is  much  more  limited.”  Crespo 
questioned  the  time  and  energy  that  a 
referendum,  stretching  out  over  at  least  two 
years,  would  require,  in  the  context  of  the 
other  work  that  needs  to  be  done. 

“Given  the  political  climate,  we  have  to 
make  a  statement  about  abortion,  but  we 
have  to  see  it  in  the  context  of  reproductive 
health  in  general.  That  includes  the  decision 
to  have  children.  If  a  woman  decides  to  have 
children,  she  needs  to  know  that  she  has  the 
economic  resources  to  have  kids,  and  the 
social  and  political  circumstances  in  which 
she  wants  to  raise  them.” 

Ellen  Convisser,  President  of  the  Boston 
Chapter  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW),  said  that  she  thought  it  was 
“an  extremely,  extremely  important  letter. 
The  points  made  in  the  letter  are  critical  to 
the  women’s  movement  as  a  whole,  and  I 
hope  that  the  Coalition  for  Choice  will  listen 
to  the  words  of  the  letter.” 

Convisser  told  GCN  that  she  believes  the 
24-week  limit  plays  into  the  hands  of  abor¬ 
tion  opponents.  “It  sets  up  their  argument 
for  them,  allowing  them  to  say  when  a 


woman  can  choose  an  abortion.” 

The  language  of  the  proposed  amend¬ 
ment  was  decided  upon  by  the  Steering 
Committee  of  the  Coalition  for  Choice, 
which  includes  representatives  of  NOW, 
Mass  Choice,  the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts,  the  Religious  Coalition  for 
Abortion  Rights,  the  Planned  Parenthood 
League  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  League  of 
Women  Voters.  Convisser  told  GCNthat  on 
the  steering  committee,  the  amendment  was 
opposed  by  NOW  and  Mass  Choice. 

In  addition,  the  language  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  was  rejected  at  a  membership  meeting 
of  the  Coalition  for  Choice.  According  to 
Liz  Hill  of  the  Reproductive  Rights  National 
Network  (R2N2),  an  estimated  50-100 
reproductive  rights  activists  attended  a 
meeting  in  which  “all  the  amendments 
which  contained  gestational  limits  or  ‘until 
viability’  language  were  voted  down.”  Hill 
said  that  she  was  upset  when  she  learned  that 
the  Coalition  had  decided  to  go  ahead  with 
the  rejected  language. 

“When  I  called  to  find  out  why  they  had 
decided  on  that  language,  the  woman  on  the 
phone  said  that  in  their  professional  opi¬ 
nion,  that  was  the  best  amendment.  Who 
made  them  the  professionals?  There  are  a 
lot  of  people  who  are  activists.  We’re  on  a 
tide  of  momentum  —  why  should  we  be  go¬ 
ing  for  what  we  already  have?” 

In  its  Fall,  1989  newsletter,  R2N2  publish¬ 
ed  an  editorial  that  sharply  criticized  the 
proposed  amendment.  The  editorial 
characterized  the  amendment  as  one  which 
“undercuts  the  very  movement  we’re  trying 
to  build.  If  we  give  in  at  the  outset  of  the 
struggle,  and  on  our  own  initiative,  to  make 
restrictions  on  abortion  part  of  the  state 
constitution,  we  can  only  expect  more  ero¬ 
sion  and  political  setbacks  to  occur.” 

Nicki  Nichols  Gamble,  executive  director 
of  the  Planned  Parenthood  League  of 
Massachusetts  and  Chair  of  the  Coalition 
for  Choice  steering  committee,  told  GCN 
that  she  believes  that  such  compromises  are 
necessary  in  order  to  win  on  pro-choice 
issues.  “There  are  huge  sectors  of  the  pro- 
choice  movement  that  we  would  lose  if  we 
proposed  an  amendment  without  gesta¬ 
tional  limits.  This  proposal  sets  a  floor.  {>. 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


SHOULD  I  TEST? 

POSITIVE  DIRECTIONS 
members  say: 


YES! 


It  may  change  your  life! 
It  may  save  your  life! 


Give  yourself  a  chance.  You  can  fight  HIV  with  treatments. 
For  counseling  and  anonymous  testing, 
call  the  Alternative  Test  Site  Program  at  (617)  522-4090. 

|For  support  group  information,  call  POSITIVE  DIRECTIONS!! 


POSITIVE  DIRECTIONS 
338  Newbury  Street  Suite  202J 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
(617)  262-3456 


A  peer-led  support  and  information  group  for  people  with  HIV  concerns 


Safe  Company 
is  a  group  of  men 
committed  to  sex: 


Sizzling  hot  or  icy  cool, 
Wild  and  crazy  or  sfozo  and  romantic, 

Leather  and  chains  or  silk  sheets. 

Lifetime  romances  oi '_0tl€  flight  stGflds, 
Out  in  the  reeds  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire, 
rr  IDrag  or  three  piece  sails. 

We  make  love 

HI  H  to  Pet  Shop  Boys  or  Patsy  Cline. 

MI  Even  Cole  Porter. 


FOR  A  HOT  SAFE  SEX  TIP  CALL  : 

(617)437-6200  ext.  HOT 


For  information  on  upeumming  events: 

(617)437-6200,  ext.  475 
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